PIEP VIEN GIOI NHAT CUA VIET NAM CONG HOA
(Piép Vién Tay Ninh)
(Tai li¢u dwge pho bién béi BBC)
PHAN TAN NGUU

Trong hai ngay 20 va 21 thang 10 nam 2008, Trung tdm Viét Nam thudc Dai Hoc Cong
Nghé Texas, cung Trung Tam Nghlen Ctru Tinh Béo thudc CIA, di t6 chirc hoi thao
mang cha dé: “Tinh bao trong chién tranh Viét Nam”.
-(Twong trinh ciia BBC ......
Nhleu chuyén vién dang va timg lam trong nganh tinh bao cia My va Nga dén
noi chuyen vé kinh nghiém cua ho trong cudc chién.

C6 7 budi thuyét trinh véi bay chit d& 16n nhu: CIA ¢ Viét Nam, Chuong trinh
Phuong Hoang, Cong nghé¢ va Tinh bdo, Cudc chién bi mat & Lao, Hoat dong tinh bao
Nga va Vi¢t Nam...

Mot trong cac dién gid, Merle Pribbenow, dem dén hoi thao bai thuyét trinh:
“Nhirng diép vién v danh noi tiéng nhat trong cudc chién Viét Nam.”

Merle Pribbenow, cyu nhan vién CIA va chuyén gia tiéng Viét, timg phuc vu & Sai
Gon tir 1970 dén 1975. Sau khi roi khoi CIA nam 1995, 6ng danh thoi gian dé dich cac
sach lich str ctia Viét Nam va viét vé cudc chién. Bo lich sir quan doi nhan dan Viét Nam
dugc 6ng dich sang tiéng Anh, va dugc NXB Dai hoc Kansas 4n hanh nam 2002.

Trong bai thuyét trinh & hoi thao, Pribbenow mé ta ba nhan vat hoat dong cho ba
co quan tinh bao khac nhau: CIA, Phong Tinh Bao Chién Lugc ctua Trung Uong Cuc
Mién Nam, va Tinh bdo Quan d6i Lién Xo.

Puoc sy cho phép cua tac gia, BBC xin gidi thiéu hai phan trong bai thuyét trinh,
n6i vé Nguyén Vin Minh (Ba Minh) va V& Vin Ba (ngudi duge goi 1a diép vién sé mot
cua CIA ¢ ViétNam).....)

- Ngung trich.

Vi chu dé viét vé Piép Vién & Tay Ninh, nén ching t6i khong dé cap dén doan noi
vé cac Piép Vién nam trong vin phong Tong Thong Nguyén Vian Thiéu, ma chi viét theo
dé tai chinh ma thoi.

- Trich tiép:

|/- PHAN THUYET TRINH CUA MERLE PRIBBENOW:

Trong chién tranh Viét Nam, Qudn doi My s dung nhiéu tinh bdo trong cudc
chién Viét Nam (undefined).

T ié'p theo phc”in mot loat bai vé cdc diép viéen it duoc biét dén trong cugc chién Viét
Nam, BBC gidi thiéu nhéan vit Vé Van Ba, nguoi dwoc goi la diép vién “Qidi nhdt cia
CIA ¢ Viet Nam ™,
(Tw lidu dwa trén bai thuyét trinh “Nhitng diép vién vé danh néi tiéng nhat trong cudc
chién Viét Nam" ciia 6ng Merle Pribbenow).



Bai nay da doc tai hoi thao “Tinh bao trong Chién tranh Viét Nam”, & Trung Tam
Viet Nam thuoc Dai hoc Cong nghé Texas (undefined).

Poc Phan 1 loat bai tai ddy:

Orrin De.Forest, mot nhan vién CIA phuc vu sau nam o Viét Nam, nhdc dén con
nguoi nay voi mdt danh “Reaper” trong cuon sdach “Slow Burn: The Rise and Bitter Fall
of American Intelligence in Vietnam.” Mot chuyén vien khac cua CIA, John Sullivan, noi
ong ta la “di¢p vién gioi nhdt ma ching ta timg cé & Viét Nam.” Con trong cuon tiéu sir
vé Sep CIA o Sai Gon Ted Shackley, tac gia David Corn dan ra mét su danh gia thoi hdu
chién cua CIA rang diép vién ndy la “nguon tin dang tin cdy nhdt vé y dinh cia cong
san” o Viet Nam.

Frank Snepp, mét nha phan tich tinh bdo ¢é déi lan gdp con nguwoi ndy, goi 6ng ta
la “diép vién hang dau ciia ching ta” ¢ Viét Nam. Vin phong ciia CIA ¢ Sai Gon thi don
gidn goi 6ng ndy la “nguén tin Tdy Ninh”. Sau 1975, nhitng ngueoi cong san mé td nhan
vdt nay la “diép vién nguy hiém trung thanh véi CIA” va néi CIA xem éng ta la “diép
vién ¢é gid nhat tai Péng Dwong” ciia CIA.

Con nguwoi nay la ai?

Tén cua nguoi nay la Vo Van Ba. Theo cac ghi chép cua phia cong san, nhdn vdt
nay, sinh ndm 1923, la mét dang vién céng san phu trdach tuyén mé dang vién méi & khu
viee Toa thanh Cao Pai va thanh phé Tay Ninh.

C6 nhitng ghi nhdn khdc nhau vé cach lam thé nao va nho ai ma diép vién nay
dwoc tuyén mé cho CIA. Orrin DeForest néi chii ciia éng Ba, ban dau theo Viét Minh
nhung sau tro thanh si quan phuc vu trong nganh An Ninh Quan Doi cua mién Nam, da
thu dung nguoi chau. David Corn va John Sullivan viét rang chii cua Ba, nguoi ma ho
chi néi la mot si quan mién Nam, da tuyén Ba lam chi diém cho Cdanh Sdat Quéc Gia Viét
Nam Cong Hoa.

Truoc khi CIA vao cudc, co vé Ba lam viéc mot thoi gian cho quan doi My. Theo
John Sullivan, mot nguoi trong CIA ndi Ba tung lam cho tinh bdo qudn doi My.

Khéng ldu sau khi dén tinh Tay Ninh nam 1969, si quan CIA ddu tién phu trach Ba
dd nhanh chéng chuyén diép vu ma lau nay tién hanh khd nghiép duw tré thanh mét hoat
déng tinh bdo chuyén nghiép, dat dudi sy kiém S0at triee tiép ciia CIA.

Hoat dong:

Tir nay 6ng Ba dwoc yéu cdu bao cdo vé nhitng muc tiéu chién leoc, cdc ké hoach
hanh dong mang tinh chat toan quoc chir khéng con la nhitng muc tiéu chién thudt cap
thip. Ong Ba & trong vi tri loi thé dé ldy dwoc nhiing thong tin chlen luoc vi trong Suot
giai doan nay, tru s¢ chinh cia Trung Uong Cuc Mién Nam ddt rat gan ché éng, cé lic
bén trong tinh Tday Ninh, co luc o tinh Binh Long ké can. Cdc bdo cdo cua nguoi nay
dwpe chuyén qua cdc kénh théng tin ciia CIA, va chi mét sé it nguoi biét vé su ton tai cia
Ba.

Qudn My sir dung théng tin tinh bdo dé tién hanh cdc cudc tin cong.

Pé bdo dam bi mdt, chi mét si quan Canh Sat Pac Biét mién Nam va mét nhan
vién nguoi Viét o van phong CIA o Tay Ninh dwoc phép gap mat Ba ¢ Tay Ninh. Chi



thinh thodng Ba m&i gdp nhan vién CIA ngwoi My va ciing chi gdp & dia diém mdt tai Sai
Gon.

Théng tin ma 6ng Ba cung cdp thwong xuyén dwoc sir dung trong cdc danh gid ciia
tinh bdo My vé ké hoach ciia phe cong san. Ngodi ra, mdc dit Ba chuyén mén theo doi
cac khia canh chinh tri chir khong phdi qudn sw, nhung thinh thodang ong ciing bdo trude
cdc cudc tan cong & khu vue Tdy Ninh.

Tuy nhién, vin cé nhﬁ’ng cdu hoi vé s trung thanh cia 6ng Ba déi véi CIA. Mdy
lan kiém tra éng bang mdy thir noi doi déu cé két qua khong lam CIA hai long. Nam
1971, hai nam sau khi CIA tuyén mé Ba, ho phat hién rang Ba van ngam lién lac va bdo
cdo cho tinh bdo qudn déi Viét Nam Céng Hoa. CIA ngay ldp tirc lién lac va yéu cdu
qudn déi Mién Nam ngieng moi giao thiép véi Ba. Mot so si quan CIA ciing ddt cdu hoi
lam sao Ba lai khong bi Viét Cong phat hién mdc du cdc diép vien cong san da xam nhap
vdo toan bé cdc té chirc tinh bdo cua mién Nam, nhitng noi biét vé sw ton tai ciia con
ngueoi ndy. Nhung rot cude, sie chinh xdc trong cdc bdo cdo ciia Ba lam tan bién moi ho
nghi, va gidi tinh bdo mién Nam va My xem Ba ld tai san quy gid cia ho.

Nhitng nguoi cong san ciing ngay mot nhdn ra la ho co ké phan boi trong hang
ngil. Nhitng thiét hai o khu vuc Tday Ninh nam 1969, nhing dau hiéu la déi phwong biét
trwde ¥ dinh tan céng, khién nhitng nguoi cong san nghi ngo  trong ngi bo cua ho co diép
vién. Mot nit can bé dweoc cir diéu tra tai Tdy Ninh, noi Ba co nhi¢m vy tuyén mé va té
chitc chi bo dang. Nhung nha nir diéu tra nay lai bi an ninh mién Nam bdt dwoc khi ba di
vao dia gioi do Viét Nam Cong Hoa kiém sodt, va ba bi giam cho dén hét cuéc chién.
Khéng ¢é tw liéu cho biét liéu c6 phdi éng Ba dd bdo cho an ninh mién Nam bdt nguoi
nay hay khéng.

Cudc truy tim ndi gidn tré nén gdp rit téi mirc, theo mot loat cdc bai bdo ding
trén bdo chi Viét Nam nam 2004, mot trong nhiing diép vién cao cdp cia céng sdn trong
chinh quyén mién Nam, Nguyén Vin Ta (tiec Ba Quoc) dwoc giao nhi¢m vu san ling ngi
gidn vao nam 1972. Ong Ba Quéc dodn rang hé so ma éng muén cé thé nam trong mot
tii khéa ¢ Nha diép bao (ban K) thuéc Phii Ddc ity trung wong tinh bdo. Ong vao dwoc
noi ndy va dinh mé khéa, nhung lai c¢6 nguoi vao bat thinh linh, khién éng danh bé do.
Hai ndm sau, cdc hoat déng ciia chinh éng Ba Quoc bi phat hién va éng phdi tron vao
cdn cik cach mang & dong bang séng Ciiu Long.

Doan két:

Ho6 so mdt vé éng V4 Vin Ba dwoc an toan cho dén ngay Sai Gon sup dé hém 30-
4-1975. Khi qudn ddi cong san chiém vin phong Phi Ddc 1y trung wong tinh bao ¢ Sai
Gon. Vién Chi, Cuc Truong Cuc Tinh Bdo cua By Cong an Bac Viéet, duoc ndi la da tim
thdy ho so vé Ba trong ngan khéa cua Nguyén Khdc Binh, Tong gidm doc canh sat
quécgia.

Cho dén khi cudc chién gan két thiic, 6ng Ba tiép tuc c6 nhitng bdo cdo gid tri cho
CIA. Thé nhung dén thang mot nam 1975, khi B6 Chinh Tri Pang Cong San Bdc Viét ra
Nghi Quyét tong tan cong dé “dirt diém” Mién Nam Viét Nam, Vé Van Ba da khéng bdo
dong trude cho CIA vé Nghi Quyét ndy. Pdy khéng phdi 16i ciia Ba ma la do Céng san



nghi la c6 nguoi phan boi trong hang ngii cua ho, thanh ra gidi lanh dao Trung Uong
Cuc Mién Nam da quyét dinh khéng phé bién Nghi Quyét méi cho cap duoi.

Vao gitta thang Tw 1975, ong Ba cho CIA mot loat bdo cdo cudi cung mo ta chung
chung ké hoach tan cong Sai Gon ciia Bdc Viét. Nhitng bdo cdo nay dwoc xem trong dén
muc chung dwoc dwa vao ban phuc trinh hang nam cua dai siww My Martin truoc mot uy
ban ciia Quéc hdi My vé viéc so tan khéi Sai Gon. Nhung vao hic Ba chuyén nhitng bdo
cdo nay thi 56 phdn cua mién Nam di dwoc dinh doat. Thuc té, s6 phdn cua chinh 6ng Ba
ciing duoc dinh doat, mac du luc nay ong chua biét.

Di¢p vien Vo Van Ba bi bt dung ngay 1-5-1975.

Khi Sai Gon sap sup do, CIA dé nghi dwa Ba va gia dinh sang My. Nhung 6ng nay
lai tir chéi, néi la muon & Viét Nam thay vi khoi nghiép tur ddu o xit nguoi trong lic tuoi
dd cao. CIA hira ho sé lam moi cdch dé ngan khong cho hé so vé éng Ba roi vdo tay doi
phuong. Tuy vay, lic do quan doi cong san da bat dwoc va tra héi mét nguwoi ma cé 1é
biét hoat déng ciia ong Ba ré hon ai hét.

Theo cdc ghi chép hdu chién cia Viét Nam, 6ng Nguyén Van Phong (hay Nguyén
Si Phong) la mét nguwoi di cur mién Bdc 33 tudi lam viéc cho van phong CIA & Tdy Ninh.
Ong Phong la nguoi lién lac cua Ba o CIA ké tir 1969, ngay sau khi CIA tuyén mé Ba.
Sau nhiéu nam lam viéc truc tiép véi Ba, sau nay éng Phong roi khéi Tay Ninh va lam &
van phong CIA ¢ Ban Mé Thuot.

Ngay 10-3-1975, e lwong céng san nhanh chéng chiém dwoc Ban Mé Thuét. Ong
Phong va gia dinh chay dén nha cia Paul Struharik, dai dién ciia USAID va la nhdn vién
ngueoi My duy nhdt con ¢ lai trong tinh. Nhung ngdi nha Idp tire bi bao vy va moi nguwoi
trong dé bi bat. Ong Phong thii nhén 6ng da lam viéc cho CIA va khai ra tén ciia Vé Vin
Ba. Ngay 30-4-1975, qudn céng san chiém thanh phé Tdy Ninh va bdt dwoc Phan Tan
Ngueu, si quan mién Nam phu trach truong hop éng Ba. Bdan than dng Ba bj bt ngay 01-
5-1975.

Phia Viet Nam noi ong Ba tu sat ngay 8-6-1975 trong luc dang bi giam trong trai
cua Bo Cong an. Sy thdt vé cdi chét cia Vo Van Ba — ¢6 phai do la tw s&t hay la mot diéu
@i khdc- c6 1€ sé khéng bao gio dwege biét.

Doan két khdc:

Con cé thém mét doan két khdc cho cdu chuyén vé diép vién Tay Ninh. Vao ndm
1980, trong cao trao thuyén nhén, Paul Struharik, dai dién ciia USAID ¢ Buén Mé Thudt
Vva la ngueoi ¢é nha bi bao vay héi thang Ba 1975, nhan duoc ld thu gui vé dia chi nha
ong o My. La thu dwoc gui tir Malaysia, va nguoi viét la Nguyen Van Phong.

Phong noi ong da tron duoc khoi trai giam Bdc Viét bang cdach nhdy khoi xe trong
luc chuyen tii. Ong néi sau khi tron thodt, ong tim thay vo' con va cd nha sdp ra di trén
con thuyen VvOi nhitng ngu’o’l ti nan vira dén dwoc bo bién Malaysia. Theo Phong viét thi
Vi thuyen ciia éng van con di bién dwoc, phia Malaysza muon day ho di tiép, nhung
Phong néi éng thuyét phuc dwoc nguoi ta giri 1d thw nay vé My. Phong nho Struharik
giup do.

Cau chuyén cua ong Phong nghe kho tin vi lam sao mot nguoi til quan trong nhuw
ong c6 thé tron thodt, lai mang theo dwoc cd vo con. Tuy vy ngueoi My biét rang trong



doi nay ciing thinh thoang gap truong hop phép la, thanh ra ho van givi tin nhdn yéu cau
nhdn vién chirc trach dé y khi thuyén ciia éng Phong dén dwoc trai ti nan.

Khoang hon mot tuan sau, mot nguoi Viét Nam lénh dénh trén bién Dong duoc
mét chiéc tau di ngang ciru dwege. Nguoi ndy néi 6ng ta c6 mdt trén con thuyén cia éng
Phong. Ong néi con thuyén dé da chim trén dwong téi Indonesia, va moi nguoi trén
thuyén, ké ca ong Phong va gia dinh, di chét.

(theo BBC). Hét trich

I1/- TUONG TRINH CUA NGUOI TRONG CUQC:
Ngwoi twong trinh: Phan Tan Nguu

Ngay sau budi thuyét trinh tir Pai Hoc Cong
Nghé vé, Merle Pribbenow tim moi cach dé lién lac
v6i chiing t6i, vi 6ng ta cho rang bai thuyét trinh vira
qua, c6 nhimg diém khéng giai thich dugc cling nhu
con nhimg chi tiét ma ong khong duogc biét trong
viéc xdy dung ciing nhu diéu khién cdng tac nay,
nhat 13 cach nao di bao vé an toan cho cong tac trong
nhiéu nam.

Trong chuyén cong tac ctia ching t6i tai Hoa
Thinh Pén vao dau nam 2010, 6ng Merle Pribbenow
c6 tim gap va cung nhau di an pho trong khu thuong
mai Eden. Gap nhau, dé ong yéu cau 1a toi s& viét lai
nhiing dién tién cong tac, tu lac chua trd thanh mot
diép vién co bi s6 X..., cling nhu tat ca nhiing chi tiét
lién quan dén viéc dleu hanh cong tac nay, ma Cho
mai dén 30-4-1975 hidy con an toan, du bon Viét Cong ludn nghi ngd va kiém soat gt
gao trong hang ngii ciia chung!

Trd lai thug ban dau. . ... ... ..

Khoang giita nim 1970, t6i duoc Giam Pdc Nha CSQG Vung III chon vé lam
Truéng Phong Canh Sat Pic Biét Ty CSQG Tay Ninh thay thé cho 6ng Lé Quy Théng bi
tur thuong khi di hanh quan vao thang 5 nam 1970. Khi nghe tin "dugc" di Tay Ninh, cam
thay on da ga, vi noi ddy day nhiing dia danh vé&i nhitng chién tran khéc liét. On thi én,
nhung cling phdi xach goi 1én duong, vdi bao 101 khuyén bao, khich 1¢ cling nhu 161 htra
gitip d& tan tinh cua Pai Ta Pao Quan Hién. T6i hiy con nhé 16i nhan nhu cia Ong: “T6i
khéng can biét cdu cé tai hay khong, téi chi can cdu sy siéng ndang va khéng quan ngai
kho khan ....”

Nhitng ngay dau dén dia phuong mdi, gan nhu 13 nhitng ngdy bi mat ngi, khong
chi v&i bao cong viéc phai giai quyét hang ngdy ma phai xem lai timg hd so cta nhitng
cam tinh vién, mat bao vién ma nhat 1a nhimng tinh bao vién con dang hoat dong.




Trong dong ho so do6, t6i khong thé khong luu tim dén cong tac X.54 (bi s sir
dung trong nhimg nam 1969-1970) va tinh bado vién ¢6 tén la V6 Van Ba (tirc Nam
Huynh) hién cu ngu tai vung Toa Thanh Cao Pai Tay Ninh. Sinh song bang nghe rudng
riy, thuong xuyén ra vao khu vuc xa Ninh Thanh, Hiép Ninh va Subi P4 cho mai dén gan
chan Nui Ba Pen phia Bic tinh Tay Ninh (dudng ra vao ctia bon can bo Cuc R)

Xem lai tung chi tiét vé nhan vat nay, dugc biét sinh quan tai Moc Hoéa tinh Kién
Tudng va vi chién cude ndi troi dd dén 1ap nghiép tai ving Long Hoa, quian Phu Khuong,
tinh Tdy Ninh. Trong gia dinh cua V& Vin Ba ¢ Kién Tuong, c6 ngudi chu di hoat dong
cho Viét Minh va cung voi Ba gia nhap dang cong san tur nhirng nam 1945.

Cho dén khoang 1967, do su moc ndi ctia mot nhan vién hoat vy, trude kia cting la
mot can bd cong san, hoat dong ving x3 Hao Pudc (TN) sau vé dau tha, 1ap cong va
duoc tuyén dung lam nhan vién Coéng An tir nhiing ndm 1962 (do bai Ta Nguyén Vin Y,
Téng Giam Pdc Canh Sat Qudc Gia, quyét dinh tuyén chon), di tuyén mod Ba lam Mat
Béo Vién.

Tir nhitng ndm 1967 dén 1970, V5 Vin Ba thinh thoang bao cao nhiig hoat dong
co tinh cach dia phuong nhu dudi hinh thirc luom 1at, gap g& véi bon can b Viet Cong
trong ltc di 1am rdy trong ving bat an ninh ma Quédc Gia chua kiém soat dugc. Nhimng
béo cdo cua Ba ¢6 vé chinh xac ma chung ta c6 thé kiém ching dugc ¢ timg dia phuong
va timg thoi diém.

Nhung c6 mot vai béo cdo ma toi khdng thé khong luu tam:

1) 6 1a cudc tong cong kich Tét Mau Than nam 1968. Ca hai phia VNCH va
Cong San da ky két Hiép Udc nglmg ban, dé cho ngudi dan duge vui Xuan don Tét, co
hiéu luc tir ngdy Mong Mot thang Giéng Tet Nhung ngay 25 thang Chap, Vo Van Ba da
béo céo 1a cong san dang chudn bi cudc téng tin cong toan dién trén khip mién Nam, tir
thanh phd cho dén thon qué. Trong bao cao nay, Ba cho biét da dugc bon Viét Cong di
hop ¢ phia Bic nui Ba (chlen khu D) vé thuat lai, 1a duogc Iénh Trung Uong phal thuc
hién cudc tong cong kich bat ngd ndy dé cudp cho bang dugc mién Nam. Va b4o cdo nay
duoc chuyén vé Tong Nha CSQG va Toa Pai St Hoa Ky ndi trong sang ngay 26 thang
Chap ta.

Trong nhing bai trude day khi viét vé Thiéu Tuéng Nguyén Ngoc Loan, ching toi
c6 dé cap dén lénh cua Ong, yéu cau cac don vi CSQG trén toan qudc phai cAm trai 100%
va ra lénh phai lo ddo ham tra an chung quanh cac don vi, trong khi anh em quan nhén
dang 1an luot duoc thay phién di phép vé thim nha...va “an Tét”.

2) Trung Uong Cuc (TUC) ra Iénh lui binh dé tranh bi ton that khi Quéan Luc
VNCH tan cong qua dat Campuchia tir cudi nim 1969 cho dén 1970. Mot s6 don vi phai
¢ thu & vai mat khu quan trong, con hau hét rat vé phia Nam Lao. Bon Viét Cong doan
chic thé nao Quéin Poi VNCH ciing danh sang Campuchia dé tiéu diét cho bang dugc
bon Trung Uong Cuc dang an nau noi day.

Pay 14 2 bao cdo tiéu biéu trong rat nhiéu bao c4o binh thuong khéc, t6i cam thiy
V6 Van Ba khong phai la mot “Mat Bao Vién” binh thuong, ma bén canh Ba con c6 ai
hodc to chirc ndo, hodc ¢4 nhan cta Ba 13 ai méi ¢6 duoc nhirng tin tic nhu vay.



Nhitng thic mic cia t6i duoc ¢ van My lac d6 1a Bernard D’Ambrossio ciing
doéng quan thm. Sau khi thao luan, ching toi quyét dinh can c¢6 cudc gip voi Ba it nhat
trong 3 ngay va dia diém 1a tai Saigon. Luc d6 1a khoang giita nam 1971.

M&i 1an hen dé gip v6i Vo Vian Ba, chiing t6i phai chuan bi tir lic di cho dén luc
vé, vi luc d6 Ba di 1a mot mat bao vién “dang tin cay”. Diéu quan trong la trong gia dinh,
Ba phai giai thich cho vo va 2 dira con, mot trai va mot gai, sy vang mat cua minh.

Chuéan bi cho mdi chuyen di, khong ky nao gidng ky nao. Nhung chuyén di do, l1a
lan dau tién sau khi toi dén phuc vu tai TAy Ninh, chung t61 yéu cau Ba gia vo di pham
bénh tai bénh vién tinh (nhung khong dugc gap bét clr bac si nao), sau do, chi lach qua
mdt canh cira, 1én ra phong kin phia sau, leo ndm trén chiéc bang ca, v6i tAm vai che toan
than, mat va dugc 4 anh em Canh Sat Déc Biét khiéng cho vao xe ciru thuong va dua ra
phi truong Tay Ninh West (Tinh ly) c¢6 phi co cho san va dua vé Saigon (4 nhan vién
CSDB nay ciing khong biét 14 ai dang nam trén d6). Riéng ching toi, cung véi can bd
diéu khién, 14i xe di duong bd va hen gip nhau tai Hotel X.Y.

g‘ ‘: ) ,,, /

Frank Snepp 1975

Ngoai trir khi & trong phong khach san (chung t6i & phong bén canh), khi di ra
ngoai, d1 an ti¢m, nghe nhac v.v... Vo Van Ba déu phai hoa trang tuy theo dia diém s& t4i:
khi mang toc gia, khi mang rau v.v..., nhung thuong phai mang kinh den, néu ban ngay.

Ky gdp do, co6 ca Frank Snepp, chuyén vién phan tich cua toa dai st My, tham du,
va thong dich vién luc d6 1a Ong Nguyén Si Phong cing voi mot ngudi My dén dé thu
am ma khong tham gia cudc thao luén.

Két qua, ching toi dugc biét:

- Ong Ba 1a mot Trung UO’ng Uy Vién, dang giit nhiém vu tuyén mo can bo va
dang vién méi dé _phu giup dng kiém soat moi hoat dong trong vung Toa Thanh Tay Ninh
cling nhu cung cap nhan su cho cic don vi khac tir cap Quan, Tinh va Trung Uong Cuc
(TUC) v.v...

- Thi hanh moi chi thi cia TUC, trong viéc pha hoai tai dia phuong nhu dat chét
né, ral trUyén don. Ong Ba chi ra I¢nh cho nhiing Chi B¢ khac thyc hi¢n ma khong duoc
tham gia truc tiép cac cong tac nay.



- Bam sat va yém trg moi hoat dong cta Chi B Toa Thanh dé am sat nhiing chuc
sdc cao cdp ma bon chung cho 1a do chinh quyén Sai-gon dung 1én, nhu quy 6ng Cao
Hoai Sang, Truong Hitu Prc, Lé Thién Phudc, Cyu Trung T4 Nguyén Vin Nha (sau nay
giit chic Thuong Chanh Phéi Su), ma nhat 1a Cyu Trung Tuéng Cao Pai Nguyén Vin
Thanh. (xin mé ngodc thém chd nay: Vé&i chicc Thuong Chanh Phéi Su, sau 30 thang
4/1975, Ong Nguyén Vin Nha bj bon Cong San bét giam ¢ khu vuc nui Ba 10 nam, cho
dén nam 1985 méi duoc tha)

Chiing t6i dd twong trinh trong mét bai viét trude ddy trén BS Phwong Hodng vé
cdi chét cia Trung Tuwéng Nguyén Van Thanh. Ching dd &am sat ngay phia sau phong
ngii, trong ngi 6 Toa Thdnh, Vi chiing cho rang nhitng nguwoi nay la nguwoi cia CIA, gay
khé khéin cho bon TUC trong viéc khong ché Pao Cao Pai. (Qua nhitng tin tirc khdc
nhdn dwoc, khong phai Trung Uong Cuc chi thi cho Riéng X.92 ma Huyén Uy Toa Thanh
cua Viét cong ciing duoc chi thi twong to, vi chung toi co duwoc mot Tinh Bao Vién hoat
déng trong Huyén Uy nay). Trung Tuwéng Cao Pai Nguyén Vian Thanh bi giét vao ngay
22 thang 11 nam 1972 (16 thang 10 Am Lich)

- Du dang dinh cu tai Tay Ninh, nhung V6 Van Ba van duoc bon Trung Uong Cuc
bi mat lién lac dé chi thi cong tac cling nhu moi tham dy cac cudc hop ¢ phia Bic Nui,
noi cr dia cua Mat Tran Giai Phong. Piéu nén biét thém, mdi 1an di hop nhu vay, c6 ca
cac cap Uy, nhu Tinh, Huyén, Xa... V& Van Ba dugc sép xép cho ngdi phia trudc, & mot
vi tri duge che kin (nhimg nguoi ngoi phia sau khong thay dugc).

Theo ho so tuyén mo cua nganh Pic Biét Tinh TAy Ninh, sau mot thoi gian ngan
khi dén Tay Ninh lap ‘nghi€p, V6 Van Ba dang dimg trude ngad ba dudng: bon Viét Cong
van cho nguoi den dé moc ndi va thuong xuyén de doa, néu Ba tir chdi hoic phan boi,
bon ching sé& td cdo Ba trudc kia hoat dong cho Cong San & Kién Tuong, véi cap dang
1a... thudc tb chuc ..v.v... D6 1a 1y do ma Ba phai nhd mdt nguoi chi ho, gidgi thiéu cho Ty
Canh Sat va duoc tuyén md lam “nhan vién ngoai vi”.

Nganh Pic Biét TAy Ninh tuyén md duoc 3 nhéan vién ngoai vi va ca 3 nguoi ndy
déu da dem lai thanh qua, nhu sau:

1- Anh B. V. N.: Sau nay tro thanh cong tac X.45, da pha v& 6 Viét cong & Lang
C6 Nhi Long Thanh nim 1973 sau cudc bd rap do sy phdi hop cta E. Cong Tac (BTL) va
nganh Pac Bié¢t Tinh Gia Pinh.

2- Anh Ng. T.T: sau nay tré thanh cong tic Y.80, da pha v to chirc Y.4 cua Viét
Cong va bat dugce cha nha hang Thanh Bach, toa lac trén duong Lé Loi, gﬁn bénh vién
Sai-gon nim 1974. Sau ndm 1975, anh T. bi bat va bi di tu tin ngoai Bic véi toi va duoc
tha sau hon 10 nam.

3-vaVoVanBa...

Khi nhan 1am nhan vién ngoai vi, chi 14 hinh thirc modt cai nén che than, vi Ba biét
khong thé nao thoat dugc su bam sat va de doa cua Viét cong, nhung néu Quéc Gia biét
duoc ciing phai bi bat.

T hinh thirc muon cich dé che than, dan dan Ba théy duoc cai da tam cua Viét
Cong tir ngay chung du nhdp vao Viét Nam. Trong nhitng dip c6 thoi gid tiép xtc véi Ba,
anh thuong than tho, kiém diém lai nhimg gi minh da 1am khi theo bon chung tir & ving



qué Kién Tuong cho dén sau nay, chila cudp cua, giét nguoi, ké ca nhimg nguoi dan vo
t6i. Mudn cho dan sg dé theo, dé "tng ho" cach mang, chi co cach 1a phai "giét"! Cudi
cung, anh than rang: "Chi nhitng nguoi khong lwong thi¢n, khéng cé cdi tim, mdi theo
tui no'"’.

Khi anh di nghi nhu vay, méi nay sinh ra mot viéc ma ching toi phai giai quyét.
Anh ¢6 nguoi con trai, tén VO T.D, dau Tu Tai I nam 1971, nhung rét Ta Tai 11 lién 2
nam sau do, trong khi da hét han hodn dich vi 1y do hoc van, vi ltra tudi dang thudc vé

“tai nguyén cua Truong Bo Binh Thu Buc”. Néu cho con gia nhép truong Thu Dure, chéc
chén anh s& b ha tAng cong tac, duong nhién viéc hop tac voi Qudc gia s& khong con hiru
hiéu nira, d6i khi con gip ric roi sau nay. Nguoc lai, néu anh cho con theo Viét Cong,
diéu ma anh khéng bao gid mudn vi anh da trai qua gan hét cudc doi cho ching.

Sau d6 ching toi vé gap Pai Ta Huynh Théi Tay, Phu T4 Pac Biét B Tu Lénh
CSQG dé trinh bay sy VigC.

Chi hon 1 tuan sau, t6i dugc goi vé gip Ong, dé nhan gidy hodn dich tiép cho
VT.D. Khi d6 t6i méi biét, Pai T4 Tay lén gip Thiéu Tuong Tu Lénh, va voi su yBu cau
cua BTL/CSQG, Nha Dong Vién (ma Giam Péc luc by gio 1a Thiéu Tudng Bui Dinh
Dam), da ky giay hoén dich nay.

Nhiing thac mic vé nhan vat nay dan dan duoc giai toéa. Va cling tir d6, viéc bao vé
an toan cho cong tac phai dugc quan tam hon nira.

Lién sau d6, chung toi da doi bi s6 cong tac, tir X.54 (nam 1970), thanh X.69 véi bi
danh 1a Rang Pong (nim 1972), cho dén 1974 dugc ddi thanh X.92 véi bi danh 1a Bao
Quéc. Tir nay chung tdi chi dung bi s6 X.92 dé viét vé cong tac nay, giup cho nguoi doc
hiéu d& dang hon.

Tiép theo ddy, chung t6i trinh bay mot sd chi tiét trong viéc diéu hanh Cong Tac
X.92, ciing 1 két qua thoa thuan voi V& Vin Ba trong chuyén di d6 cling nhu nhimng 1an
gdp g0 sau do:

1/- HE THONG GIAO LIEN:

Vi loai cong tac nhu X.92, viéc an toan ludn 1a nhi€ém vu hang dau khong thé so
xuit bat ctr 1y do gi. Trong vi¢c lién lac, chung t61 da xur dung:

a) Hé théng may lién lac: D6 1a loai phone khong co day (nhu loai Walkie Talkie
bay gi0). May chi m¢ trong nhimng gio gidc da an dinh va khong dugc chuyén tro hon 1
phuat. Trong mot phut do, chi dé biét s& phai lam gi, nhu dén nhan thu & hop thu sb..., dén
nha an toan s6 ..., hodc s& di cong tac trong miy ngay...

b) Hop tho chét: C6 tat ca 3 hop thu chét, hai da}t trong vong ndi 6 Toa Thanh va 1
dat bén ngoai, gan Tinh ly.

c) Hop tho Iuu dong: Phuong tién van chuyén thong dung ciia dan Tay Ninh 1a xe
16i. Xe 16i c6 nhiéu thir, nhat 1a cac loai xe: Honda, Suzuki, Yamaha. v.v.. Chiéc xe nay
duoc gin sd an té, hay néi ding hon 1a sb gia. Mdi lan anh tai xé (1a nhan vién Pic
Nhiém) c6 1énh di cong tac, 1a phai lo d6i sé xe khac va phai lo gan cai ndc xe dé s& c6 2
nir hanh khach 14 2 hoc sinh, x4ch 2 cai cap giong nhau, s& don xe tai nhiing nga duong
khac nhau. Khi dén doan duong nao d6 sé 1an lugt xudng xe, ké trude ngudoi sau, sau khi
da ddi cap cho nhau. Loai luu dong nay ching toi thuong sir dung, sau mdi lan X.92 di




cong tac hoic di hop ¢ T.U.C vé, viét bao cao xong va bam may lién lac 1,2,3. Trén
duong trd vé, khi dén doan duong nao d6, Can Bo Piéu Khién ra nhan, boc kin cip sach
lai va mang vao van phong dé 1ay tai liéu hoic bao céo...

d) Nha an toan: Puong nhién, nhu cdu nay chi 1a mot dé tai ma bat cir nguoi trong
nganh déu duogc biét va déu phai 1am. Riéng véi X.92 ching toi cd 2 cai, & ving Long
Hoa va & gn tinh ly.

2/-NHUNG THONG DICH VIEN:

C6 van Canh Sat Piac Biét tai Tay Ninh c¢¢ it nhét 1a 3 hay 4 thong dich vién Viét
Nam, vi cong tac & Tay Ninh kha nhiéu, khong chi & cip Tinh ma & cac Quén ciing cd
nhitng Tinh B4o Vién hodac Mat B4o Vién. Riéng cong tdc X.92 chi c6 mdt thong dich
vién, khong kiém nhiém bat cir cong tac nao khéac, ma ching toi va ¢ van My dong y véi
nhing diéu kién nhu sau:

- Khong phai la nguoi cua Tay Ninh

- Khong c6 ba con than thudc, 13 nguoi dang sinh song tai Tay Ninh.

Subt hon 4 nim phuc vu & Ty Ninh, to6i dugc gan giii v6i 3 thong dich vién (cho
riéng cong tac X.92)

- Nguyén Si Phong

- Nguyén Cao Quang

- Nguyén Thanh Trang

Truong hop Nguyén Si Phong (khong phai Nguyén Vin Phong) da dén Tay Ninh
trude ti, khoang nam 1969. Phong ngudi mién Bic, nhod con, twong d6i nhanh nhen thi
hanh nhiing cong tac dugc giao pho, nhat | dich nhiing béo céo cia X. 92 sau mdi lan di
hop ¢ Trung Uong Cuc vé, ¢ khi phai thirc ca dém, vi ngoai bao cao viét tay, con co ca
tai liéu cua Trung Uong Pang phd bién xudng (d6i khi vai ba chyc trang glay)

Pén nam 1972, Phong c6 quen véi mot phu nir 1a dan dang sinh sdng véi gia dinh
0 Téy Ninh va dinh 18p gia dinh v6i nguoi nay. Trong nhiing ngay dau, khi Phong cung
di choi, an udng v6i phu nir nay, chung t01 da dugc bao cao va dé cho bi mat diéu tra vé
ho. Rat may, gia dinh nay thudc loai tdt, co thé tin cay dugc. Tuy nhién, khi thdo luan voi
cd vin My, phia My yéu cau toi gitt kin quyét dinh dé ho sip xép cho yén, vi néu bi bat
man, Phong c6 thé “hy sinh” X.92 duéi bat ctt hinh thirc ndo ma anh ta c6 thé 1am duoc.

Cudi cung, chung t6i dugc du mot bita tiéc dé tién Phong di phuc vu tai Tong lanh
su vung IT (Van Phong C6 Véan CIA), nghia 13 dugc thiang chic! (tir cAp Tinh 1én cap
\Vung).

Tir d6, cong tac X.92 van duoc tiép tuc an toan cho dén sau ngay 30 thang 4 nim
1975.

Sau 1énh dau hang cia Duong Van Minh, dich than t6i va Truong G. Cong Tac
mang tit ca nhitng hd so tinh bao (tur ho SO tuyen mo, hd so cong tac v.v... mang vao san
cua Trung Tam Tham Van dé dot va vat tro xudng giéng).

Pén 9 gio t6i ngay 30 thang 4, toi va vo toi (Pai Uy Canh Sat), bi bét bén trong
Toa Thanh Cao Dai va bi giam vao xa lim tr d6. Thoi gian sau, vo t61 bi dua 1én trai tu
Cay Cay, trong khu rimg “Chién Khu D”, con t6i bi dwa ra Bic, dén 1988 chuyén vé Nam
va duoc tha ngay 29 thang 4 nam 1992.



Khi dang bi giam & xa lim Tinh, khodng ngay 4 hay 5 thang 5/ 1975, t61 dugc goi
1én gap can bo cua Bo Noi Vu VC tai van phong cua Truong Ty Cong An VC tinh Tay
Ninh. Piéu dau tién hin ta hoi 13 t6i co nhd gi vé tén V4 Vian Ba va tai sao toi ra 1énh dot
tat ca ho so ciia G. Cong Tac, V.V...?

TOI chi tra 101, viéc dét chi 13 nguyén tic khi thdy tinh hinh khong duoc an toan,
hodc néu chinh phtt VNCH ra 1énh di tan, chung t6i cling phai dot trude khi di. Ké tir do,
gan nhu ngay nao t6i cling phai 1én “lam viéc” voi tén can bo nay va dén luc do, t6i dugc
biét V5 Vin Ba cling da bj bat sau toi mot vai ngay.

Theo phan thuyét trinh cia Merle Pribbenow, t6i méi biét Nguyén Si Phong ciing
d3 bi bt tai Ban Mé Thuot vao thang 3 ndm 1975, cho toi ngay t61 gap duoc Merle
Pribbenow tai Hoa Thinh Pdn vao ddu nam 2010, cing nhitng tin tic vé cai chét cua
Nguyén Si Phong vao niam 1980.

Sau d6 cac anh Quang va Trang tiép ndi cho dén ngay 23 thang 4 nam 1975 thi
chuyén hét vé Ving III Bién Hoa.

Can noi thém vé cac cd van My. Khoang nam 1974, tat ca cac cd vin My & céc
Tinh déu phai rat hét vé cac Vung. Khi c6 cong tac hay trao doi viéc gi, sé hen gip nhau
ma khong con ¢ lai dia phuwong nhu trudce kia. Riéng tai Tay Ninh, cac c¢b van nay, ké ca
anh Nguyén Thanh Trang, phai ¢ lai Tay Ninh cho dén ngay 23 thang 4 nam 1975 moi
rdt di va ngudi c¢b van sau cung do la John R. Stockwell (hién dang song ¢ TB Texas).

Trong bai ndy, cic CO Van khong phai 1a dé tai chinh, nén toi chi so qua vé Mr
John R. Stockwell.

J.R Stockwell nam 1991(US Media)

Khi qua t6i Hoa Ky nam 1995, t6i méi biét cip bac ciia John. R. Stockwell 1a Pai
Té. Khi roi Tay Ninh vé Vung III Bién Hoa, 1am Chi Huy Trudng cong tac di tan cac Co
Van ciing nhu cac luc luong Hoa Ky tai Vung III tr& vé Hoa ky, vi Hoa ky dd bo Viét
Nam! Trudc khi roi Tay Ninbh, vao sang ngay 23 thang 4 nam 1975, R. Stockwell c6 dén
gap toi tai van phong va yéu cdu toi cing ba xi roi Viét Nam ngay hém do, vi phi co
dang chd vo chong toi tai phi truong Tinh Ly. Nhung t6i ¢6 2 1y do dé tir chdi dé nghi
nay:

- T6i con 2 dra con dang goi Ong Ba ngoai chiing & Long An, (vi tir nhitng nim
1973 dén 1975, Tay Ninh thudng bi phao kich, bat ké ngay dém), nén t6i khong thé nao
bo chung lai ma di, du chua néi cho vg to1 biét, nhung t61 biét chic v toi cling s€ co
quyét dinh nhu vay.



- T6i khong thé bo anh em di gan 5 nam troi cung chét song vé6i toi trong nhiéu
cong tac kho nhoc, khong hé dan do, lo sg su nguy hiém trude mat.

To61 chi noé1 161 cam on va chap nhan s6 phan néu dat nudc co ra sao thi ra! R.
Stockwell ding im lang mot chut, sau d6 dén xiét tay t6i va noi “Goodbye!”. Khi qua My
nam 1995, tdi co lién lac v6i mot s6 ngudi 1am viée ¢ van phong ¢ vin Hoa Ky khi xua
va tdi méi biét anh ta dd bat man khi Hoa Ky bo roi Viét Nam. Anh d3 viét sach, nhung
khong duoc xuat ban bai 1énh cua CIA ! (C6 thé kiém chimg qua nhiing Youtube trong
nhirng cudc thao luan vé “Nhiing Cudc Chién Do CIA Tao Ra Trén Thé Gi161).

3/- HOAT DONG:

Khéng ké nhitng bao cdo tin tirc vé& cong tac, vé tinh hinh trong khu vuc trach
nhiém, vé nhiing chi thi cta bon Trung Uong Cuc (TUC)..., chling t6i da kip béo vé Khoi
bac Biét trong thoi gian ngan nhat. Co nhimg tin trc cap bach chi trong vong mdt hay
hai gio dong hé 14 c6 phi co tir Saigon xudng chuyén vé Khdi (c6 khi t6i hoic Can Bo
diéu khién dich than mang di), con phan co van Hoa Ky, ciing nhan ban sao cua bao cao
do dé chuyen cho Toa Dai Su. Trong s6 d6, néu co nhimg tin tirc lién quan dén dia
phuong, t6i dén béo truc tlep cho Tinh Trudng dé liéu cach dbi pho.

Tin chién thuat, gan nhu X.92 da dap tng hau hét moi nhu cau cho dia phuong
cling nhu cho khip cac ving lanh tho khac cua mién Nam. Tuy nhién nhiing cong tac co
tinh lich su, t61 xin dugc trinh bay chi tiét doi chut.

a) Tran chién “Mua He Pé Lira”: Khi ciing c6 lai lyc lugng sau that bai tham hai
tran chién Tét Mau Than 1968, Cong Quan quyét dinh giai quyét cudc chién bang quan
su, hon 1 bang Hoi Nghi 4 Bén. Song song d6, phong trao phan chién tai Hoa Ky da va
dang banh truéng manh, anh hudng khong nho dén cac quyét dinh cia Qudc Hoi cho su
tiép tuc yém tro mién Nam, nhu 101 hta cia cac vi Téng Théng

Vao thang 12 nim 1971, X.92 dugc 1énh vao hop khan cép tai khu vuc rimg ram
ma TUC dang tri dong. Trong cudc hop d6, X.92 dugc chi thi phai vé hop gip cac Chi
Bo dé pho bién 1énh ctia Bo Chinh Tri 1a phai danh chiém cho bang duoc Toa Thanh Cao
bai Tay Ninh thuoc Quan Phu Khuong, dé mic ca v6i chinh phi VNCH trén ban Hoi
Nghi tai Ba Lé. Bén ngoai thi st dung quan sy danh vao, bén trong X.92 phai xach dong
tin d6 biéu tinh, phan ddi, yéu cau chinh pht VNCH ngung sir dung vii khi, s¢ 1am hu hai
Toa Thanh va lam chét tin do.

Khi bao cdo nay dugc dua vé Saigdn, qua sy trinh bay cta Tinh Truong Tay Ninh,
Pai T4 Lé Van Thién, 1énh ctia Tong Théng Nguyén Vin Thiéu, phai bao vé Tay Ninh va
Toda Thanh Cao Pai bang moi gia.

Twr do, c6 nhiing cudc hop lién tuc voi quy vi: Tu Lénh Quéan Poan, Tu Lénh Su
DPoan 25, Tinh Truong ciing nhu cac don vi true thude trong tinh Tay Ninh. Vai hdm sau,
cac don vi Cong Binh, Phao Binh ...duoc 1énh dao giao théng hao toan khu vuc phia Bic,
dé vC khong su dung xe thiét giap duoc. Giao thong hao chay dai tir cin ctr Trang Lén,
qua phia Bic Tinh Ly dén giap ranh voi Qudc Lo 22 (khu vye ngé ba Giang Tan).

Vi thoi gian sau nay, bon VC di st dung xe thiét giap dé chuyén quan ciing nhu dé
tan cong cac vi tri cia VNCH, nén viéc dao giao thong hao chi 1a cai vo boc ngoai, 1a
hinh thirc, con that su la lép dat cac hé théng min du céc loai. Vao ban dém, phi co tu



Bién Hoa hoic Sai-gon thay phién bay thdm sat ving phia Bac Tinh ly, ké ca phan nai Ba
Pen, cach tinh ly 12 cdy so.

Trong khi d6, trong khu rimg phia Bic, don vi Biét Kich 81 van ngiay dém bam sat
moi hoat dong cua cac don vi Viét Cong, ké ca phan ranh gidi v6i Kampuchia phia Tay
Nam, bén kia bo song Vam Co6 Dong.

Pén khoang dau thang 4 nam 1972, lac 2 gio sang, nhimg tiéng nd dong loat vang
rén, ké ca tiéng phéao kich cua dich quan, doc sudt phia Bic vao Tinh ly. Vi may chiéc
phao dat ¢ kha xa, nén chi roi vao mot it khu vuc cua dan phia ngoai tinh, ton that khong
dang ké.

Luc d6 ching t6i dang & ham Chi Huy cta Tinh Truong, Pai Ta Lé Van Thién,
dang thay phlen nhau theo ddi bao céo ctia cac don vi doc tuyén phong thu ciing nhu ¢
cac Quan goi ve. Cac noi cho blet dich quan chi str dung bo binh ma khong thay xe thiét
giap, nén khi bon chiing dén gan cac giao thong hao, anh em tai cac don vi chi viéc “bam
min” ...

C6 18, vi cac phi co thay phién nhau bay lién tuc, nén bon VC khéng dam chuyén
quan bang xe, ké ca thiét giap, vi & Tay Ninh, da sd 1a rung cao su, dé bi phi co phat giéc.

Khoang gan 5 gio khuya hom do, tiéng sung thua dan va im bat trudc khi troi sang.
Sang hom sau, cac don vi bao vé, doc giao thong hao phia Bac, day vét mau ctua VC va
con mot sd xac chua kip mang di...

Chi 3 hay 4 hom sau, tran chién ¢ Loc Ninh d3 nd ra, quéc 16 13 d3 bi cit hoan
toan va An Loc da bi ¢6 lap...

Co 18, su chuan bi cho Tay Ninh qué k¥, dua theo tin tirc cua X.92, nén da clru
dugc Tay Ninh va Toa Thanh Cao Pai, thay vi Binh Long phai ganh chiu trong vai ngay
sau do....

Trong nhiing 1an gip va thao luan véi Frank Snepp sau d6, chung t6i c6 dong két
luan vé tran chién Mua Hé 1972 tai khu vuc mién Nam:

1- Qua tin tic ctia X.92 luc ban dau, Cong quan s€ danh Tay Ninh bang moi gia,
chi la tin “phia”, trong khi ching dang don moi nd luc dé danh An Loc. P6 1a Iy do ma
chi trong mot thoi gian ngan An Loc da bi ¢6 1ap hoan toan. Cho dén khi giai toa, Quan
ta da phai ton kha nhiéu dé tai chiém, nhat 1a Luc Lugng Biét Cach DU 81.

2- Vi sy chuan bi cho Ty Ninh qua k¥, trong khi Cong quan chi co thé tap trung &
phia Bic, cach Tinh ly hon 10 Km, trong vung Chlen Khu D, chay dai dén bién gidi
Kampuchia, nén bd binh VC khi tan cong vao da bi ton that kha ning véi hé thong giao
thong hao méi dao chang chit, ddy min bay. D6 1a Iy do ma ching danh phai rat tré 1én
huéng Dong Bic dé danh vao Binh Long nhu d3 xay ra.

b) Hiép Pinh Paris 1973: “Hoa Dam Ba-L&” van dang tiép dién tai Paris, véi 4
bén: VNCH, Béc Viét, Mat Tran Giai Phong va Hoa Ky. Pén gitra thang 10 nam 1972,
sau khi tham dy cudc hop voi T. U.C v&, X.92 goi may khan cip va hen hém sau s& sap
xep cho “Xe Luu Bong” chay theo 10 trinh a, b, c...

Khi nhan va mé cdp sach ra, trong d6 c6 mot Nghi Quyét cua B6 Chinh Tr1 6 Ha
Noi (ban sao) va mot bao cdo chi tiét dé thi hanh caa T.U.C, cho biét Hiép Udc Ba-Lé s&
duoc ky két vao ngay 30 thang 10 nim 1972, trong d6, c6 mot diéu khoan rat quan trong



la Hoa Ky va VNCH da chép nhan sy hién httu cia Mat Tran Giai Phong Mién Nam
trong phan lanh thd phia Nam tir vi tuyén 17 trd xudng. Phan chi thi ciia T.U.C 14 c4c noi
phai déc toan luc dé “gianh dan lan dat” tir ngay 27 thang 10 nam 1972 va phan “gianh
giut” nay s€ dugc Hiép Dinh hop thirc hoa sau do vao ngay 30.

T6i lién lac ngay véi c6 van Hoa Ky va yéu cau cho mot phi co dé mang tai li¢u vé
B Tu Lénh. Song song do, t61 da goi may SA.100 cho Dai Ta Truong Kh01 bic Bigt dé
trinh bay su viéc va hen 2 tleng sau, to1 s€ mang bao cao vé Khdi. Phia ¢6 van Hoa Ky,
t6i copy cho mot ban sao dé chuyén vé Toa Pai St Sai-gon ciing mdt chuyén phi co.

Khi 1én gip Dai Ta Truong Khdi Bic Biét, toi trinh bay thém nhimg sy kién lién
quan dén chuyén di hop trong ving chién khu D ctia X.92 ma bon TUC d4 chi thi 1a phai
di hop dang ngay gio va khong duoc vang mit, vi bat ¢t Iy do gi....

Trudce khi ra phi truong TSN tré vé Tay Ninh, toi chi nghe Pai T4 Trudng Khoi
bao: “Viét cong chi la mot bon an cudp va tui My 1a tui x6 1a...”!

Pén ngay 30 thang 10, khong thay chinh phu chi thi hay thong bao gi vé viée ky
két Hiép Dinh va phia VNCH luc nao cting phai chuan bj nhing su tn cong co thé xay ra
& bét clr noi dau...

Khoang 10 ngay truéc mua Giang Sinh nim 1972, tit ca hé thng thong tin, nhu
tivi, radio khap mién Nam déu béo tin My da dem B.52 ra doi bom ¢ ngay Ha Noi dé lam
ap luc bon cong san Bac Viét va bon Giai Phong phai rat khoi mién Nam, d6 1a diéu kién
tién quyét ma Hoi Nghi Paris dua ra theo yéu cau ciia Chinh Phu VNCH.

Sau vu doi B.52 & Ha Noi, trong lan gip Pai Ta Truong Khoi vai ngay sau do, 6ng
chi cho toi biét 1a Tong Thong Nguyén Vian Thiéu, sau khi doc dugc bao co tir BO Tu
Lénh CSQG, do Tu Lénh Nguyén Khic Binh trao tay, dd moi Pai St Hoa Ky dén dé
“hach hoi” nhiing su viéc lién quan cling nhu tai sao Hoa Ky lai “qua mat” VNCH? Loi
doa cubi cung cua Tong Théng VNCH 1a sé& triéu hodi phai doan cia VNCH tai hoa dam
Ba-Lé vé nudc.

Su “di dém” cuia Hoa Ky véi Bic Viét khong dat duogc két qua, vi bi VNCH phan
d6i quyét liét, nén Hoa ky danh phai dem B.52 ra Ha Noi va cudi cung Bic Viét chap
nhan diéu kién cia VNCH va cho dén ngay 27 thang 1 nim 1973 hoa dam méi duogc ky
két.

Tuy nhién, nhitng bai hoc ctia chiing ta d6i vdi bon Cong San it ai quén, nén trudc
ngay ky két Hiép Pinh d6, khong riéng gi & Tay Ninh ma tat ca cac tinh khéc, ké ca Sai-
gon déu nhan duoc 1énh 1a phai chuan bi dbi pho trong cudc chién mdi goi 1a “gianh dan-
lan dat” ngay ngay Hiép Pinh c6 hiéu luc.

Vao hon nura dém 26 rang 27 thang 1 nam 1973, tiéng sung da n6 khap noi. C6 vai
Tinh, vai dia phuong phai keo dai dén 3 hay 4 hom sau m&i chdm dut.

Kiém diém lai, bon Viét cong danh t6i dau 1a nhan ldy that bai toi do, chang nhiing
ching khong gianh dugc dan, khong 1an dugce dat ma cac don vi, cac to chiic ciia chiing
cang bi co cum hon trudc kia.

¢) Nghi Quyét 24 B Chinh Tri thang 1/1975: Cudc chién Viét Nam, co hay
khong c6 Hiép Pinh Ba-L&, ciing tiép dién nhu moi ngay. N6 chi 1a cai cé cho Hoa Ky



bat dau rat cac don vi vé nudc, trudc sy quan tim ciia thé gidi va lam thoa long bon phan
chién ngay cang gy bao kho khan cho chinh phu.

Pén dau nam 1975, cudc chién ngay cang khbc liét, nguoi chién st VNCH d3 phai
ddi dau véi su thiéu thdn tram bé, ké ca dan duogc, va it ai c6 thé nghi da kéo dai qua dén
nam 1975!

Sau cudc rat bé & mién Trung vao thang 3, X.92 phai di hop lién tuc 6 TUC, dé
nhan nhiing chi thi trong viéc yéu cau nhitng co sd dia phuong danh vao cac kho nhién
liéu, cac don vi nho nhu cép xa, quan v.v..., trong khi d6 cac don vi chinh quy s€ st dung
t6i da phao binh va xe thiét giap dé tn cong nhitng muc tiéu chién lugc ma ching cam
thdy can thiét. Chung cho ring da dén luc phai dut diém bang quan sy. Ching chi ra chi
thi téng quat ma khong cé mot ké hoach cu thé dé thi hanh. X.92 chi b4o c4do ma khong
dua ra dugc mdt yéu cau nao dé thuc hién.

Dén thang 4/1975, X.92 mang vé toan bd nghi quyét 24 caa B4 Chinh Tri va TUC
bién thanh Nghi Quyét 12. Chinh hai nghi quyét nay, khi duoc dua dén tay Tong Thong
Nguyén Vin Thiéu, Ong di triéu tap Hoi Pong An Ninh Qudc Gia nhiéu lan dé tim cach
dbi pho.

Sau nay t6i moi biét it nhiéu vé phan mg cta Tong Thong Thi¢u, vi nhan chimg
song, 1a Tong Thu Ky trong Hoi Pong An Ninh Quéc Gia, 1 Thiéu Tudng Nguyén Khac
Binh, Tu Lénh Canh Sat Quoc Gia.

Trong Nghi Quyét 24 (hay 12 cta TUC) da phan tich tinh trang thiéu thén cia
VNCH du moi mat, trong d6 bon Cong San da dua ra mot ké hoach tdng cuong quan sy
dé bao vay Sai-gon sau khi ching da “dugc cho khong” ving dat phia Bac ciia Ving I va
Il hai thang trudc do.

Nguoi linh chién phai tiét kiém ting vién dan, ting lit xang v.v..., kém theo 13 su
de doa, ép budc cua phia Hoa Ky, dé yéu cau Tong Thong Thiéu tir chirc. Nhung Tong
Théng Nguyén Vin Thiéu luc ndo cling van tra 10i 1a VNCH sé& danh cho dén “vién dan
sau cung’’.

Trudce thyc trang nay, bon cong san Ha Noi da tim moi cach di dém vo1 Hoa Ky dé
tim ngudi thay thé cho bang dugc TT. Nguyén Vian Thiéu, sau khi di cho Hoa Ky nhan
mon qua ma ca nudc dang mong doi: trao tra ti binh do Bac Viét giam giit theo tinh than
Hiép Pinh Ba-Lé d3 ky két.

Cudi cung, Téng Thong Nguyén Van Thiéu, sau khi ganh chiu 4p luc tir bé, da
phai tir chirc, giao lai cho Pho Tong Théng Tran Vian Huong va ... cho dén trua 30 thang
4/1975, 6ng Duong Van Minh d3 giao dat nudc cho Cong San.

Nhiing gi xay ra tiép theo do, hoan toan ngoai nhung gi ma toi biét dugc qua 2
Nghi Quyét do, cling nhu nhitng nhan vat lanh dao tiép ndi cling khong duogc dé cap dén.

d) Nhan vat Ut Ting: Trong phan trén, Merle Pribbenow c6 dé cdp dén su nghi
ngo cua bon ching vé cac co so dang hoat dong, vi nhimng gi chung dinh lam minh da
biét trudc, gdy cho ching nhiing t6n that khong nho. Sau d6, chiing cho nguoi ra diéu tra.

DPén cudi ndm 1971, qua mot cong tic xam nhap khac, pham vi hoat dong trong
Quan Phu Khuong, tén Ba Dura, bi thu va tén Tu Tinh, Chu Tich Huyén, (ching goi la
Huyén Uy Tda Thanh), da chi thi cho mdt nit can bd hop phép ra sinh séng trong khu vuc



chg Long Hoa (gan nha X.92), gia dang dan budén ban hang rong va tim cach theo di
X.92.

Qua béo céo, t6i duogc biét y thi ndy 1a mét cyu ti nhan chinh tri, tén 12 Nguyén Thi
Xe, bi danh 1a Ut Tang. Trudc ddy da bi Canh Sat Pac Biét bat va Uy Ban An Ninh Tinh
quyét dinh cho an tri 3 nim. Y thj duoc tha nam 1971 va tai hoat dong ngay sau do.

Do cong tac yéu cau, hang ngay Ut Tiang dap xe dap, chd rau cai, trai cdy v.v... ra
cho ban, dén trua di long vong theo doi tinh hinh va tdi vé di b4o cdo hodc thi hanh
nhirng chi thi nao khac.

Sau cudc gip g& v6i X.92 tai nha an toan, X.92 cho biét y thi rat hing say va rat
nguy hiém dbi véi cac co sé hop phap. Du 1 cap Quan, nhung trong vai 1an hop ¢ mat
khu, X.92 thiy c6 su tham dy cua y thi.

Chi 2 ngay sau, ching t6i dd bi mat bat coc Ut Tang ngay trén duong tur Xa Ninh
Thanh di ra cho Long Hoa va biét giam tir d6. HOm sau, t0i bao vé Khéi Pic Biét va
duoc 1énh chung t6i phai mang vé co quan D.6 gitt y thi cho dén ngay 30 thang 4/1975.

Viéc bt gitr Ut Tang, chung toi hoan toan khong cho X.92 biét, dé X.92 ludn phai
dé phong trong moi cong tac va ciing dé X.92 khong phai lo au vé su an toan ctia minh.
Khoang hon 1 nam sau, X.92 méi dugc TUC cho biét 1a Ut Tang da bi bat mét tich,
nhung khong dugc cho biét thém chi tiét nao khac. Bon chung c6 nhd X.92 do xem Ut
Tang hién bi giam giir & dau va con song hay da chét.

e) Cong tac “ngoai vi”: So di goi la ngoai vi, vi cac cong tac nay do chung toi
thuc hién theo su y€u cau cua bon Cong san, tur cap TUC Tinh Uy ... va Huyén Uy chi
thi cho X.92 phai lam:

- Rai truyén don: Thuong bon ching chi thi cho X.92 phai tim cach rai truyén
don 1én an cac chirc sac trong Hoi Thanh Cao Dai vi da sb cac vi ndy tim cach loai nhiing
thanh nién tron quan dich vao an tron trong Noi O. Tuy nhién, trong s thanh nién tron
quan dich ndy, cling c6 vai ngudi do minh td chirc dé theo ddi bon cong san co thé tra
tron dé pha hoai.

MB&i 1an rai truyén don, thuong 13 vao nhiing ‘ngay L& Via trong Dao, nén anh em
Canh Sat Dac Bi¢t phai mac Dao Phuc voi 4o dai tring hién dién khip cic co quan trong
No6i O. Trong khi do, nguoi rai truyén don ciing 1a mot nhan vién Canh Sat, chi rai theo
mot 10 trinh d& duoc an dinh (nhung di bang Xe gan may de chay tron cho nhanh). Sau
d6, c6 mot sd anh em “dao hitu” di nhat tat ca nhiing truyén don nay, mang vé Bo Chi
Huy tinh dé bao c4o 1én Tinh, Khu va Bo Tu Lénh.

- bat chit né: O Tay Ninh, cac t6 chirc Nhan Dan Ty Vé duoc to chirc canh gac
rat chit ché trén nhiing néo duong dan vé Tinh Ly, nhat 14 khu vuc giap ranh giita Toa
Théanh va Tinh ly (Xa Hi€p Ninh va Thai hi¢p Thanh), cdch nhau 7 Km.

Trong cac tram gac d6, bon cong san chi thi cho X.92 phai phé sip bang duoc tram
ranh X Hiép Ninh va tram ¢ ngé ba Giang Tan. Hai tram nay da gdy tré ngai cho ching
khi mudn xdm nhap vao ving trong, nhat I chung khong dam di chuyen vao ban dém.

Sau khi trinh bay sy viéc voi Tinh Truong va voi C6 Van Hoa Ky, Tinh dong y
cho danh chit nd, nhung tranh gy thuong tich cho dan ciing nhu anh em Nhan Dan Tu



Vé & d6. Phan con lai, C6 Van Hoa Ky s€ lo moi chi phi dé xay lai cac tram nay, tién s&
dua tryc tiép cho Tinh truong ma khong qua trung gian ciia bat cr Ty Sé ndo trong Tinh.

Cai kho ma vui nhit 1a anh em Canh Sat phai dén ra ré may tay Nhan Dan Ty Vé
di nhau & mot quan nao gﬁn d6 va phai sir dung loai min hoac chit nd cua tui Viét Cong
ma minh tich thu dugc trong cac cudc hanh quan trude do.

Sau khi dat chat nd xong, Tinh Truong lam gidy khién trach nhirng nguoi co trach
nhiém, tir cap Ap, cap Xa cho dén cap Quan....

4/- SO PHAN:

a) Truy tim ké ndi gian: Trong phan thuyet trinh cua Merle Pribbenow, c6
dé cap dén viéc truy tim ké ndi gian trong chinh quyén mlen Nam ma bon Cong San da
st dung tén Nguyén Vin T4 (bi danh Ba Quéc), tén nodi tuyen trong Phu Pic Uy.

Sau khi tim hiéu v0i1 nhimg nguoi lién quan, dugce biét tén Ba Qudc chi 13 “tép riu”
trong PPU, 1am gi ¢6 quyén di tir phong nay sang phong khac dé tim cach xam nhép, mo
khoa tu v.v... Khi bi 10 va phai chay tron, Ba Qudc phai bao cdo dé lap cong hau bon
cong san con tiép tuc cho may doan giao thong hao hodc mot khu ring nao d6 dé dung
than.

Ciing c¢6 ngudn tin cho rang khi bon Cong San chiém dugc vin phong cua Thiéu
Tudéng Nguyén Khic Binh ¢ Phi Pic Uy Trung Uong Tinh Béo, phai noi 15 1a phai sau
ngay 30 thang 4 ma khong phai 1a 29 thang 4/1975, tén Vién Chi, Cuc Truéng Tinh Bio
cia BoO Cong An Bac Viét, di tim thidy ho so ciia VO Vin Ba trong ngin khoa cua
Nguyén Khic Binh. bay la su “bia chuyén cho vui”.

Trong viéc bao mat ho so, tir ctia cic Cam Tinh Vién, Mat Bao Vién cho dén Tinh
Bao Vién, chi ¢6 cac dia phuong tuyén mo méi giir nhimng ho so nay, voi day du 1y lich
va cac mau BV (tr BV.1 dén DV.16). Ke dén 1a E.Piéu Hanh Khéi Pic Biét, nhung chi
giit cac Mau BV voi Bi S6 cua cac nguon tin cung voi ban sao cac Bao Cao dinh ky cling
nhu bat thuong, ma khong giit hd so tuyén md. Trong cac bao cao, ngudn tin chi ghi va
ky tén bang bi s da duoc cho.

E. Piéu Hanh 14 co quan ph01 hop, theo ddi, phdi kiém moi hoat dong ciia cac
ngudn tin tinh béo trén toan qudc, dé:

- Tranh su loi dung va danh Itra tin tirc vi muc dich ¢4 nhan. C6 thé mot nguoi
dang cong tac v4i 2 hay 3 co quan khac nhau, s& sanh ra nhitng hé luy kho kiém soat va
danh gia sai 1€ch cua cac co quan an ninh.

- Tranh nhiing tin nguy tao co thé gay nguy hiém khi mang ra khai thac,

- Tranh nhiting nguon tin “hai mang”, c6 thé gdy do v& cong tac va bi d6i phuong
phat giac, v6 hiéu hoa.

Nhu vay, trong van phong caa Tu Lénh CSQG, du & BTL hay & Pha Pac Uy, ké
ca trong van phong cua Truéong Khéi Dic Biét, 1am gi ¢6 hd so cua V4 Vin Ba ma tim
thay?? (chi c6 hd so ctia X.92 - Bi danh 1a Bao Qudc ma thoi)

Riéng tai Tinh Tay Ninh, nhu phan trén t6i da trinh bay, t61 da d6t tat ca ho so cua
cac nguodn tin nay trudc khi roi Bo Chi Huy va dén 9 gio téi bi bét trong Noi O Toa
Thanh Cao Pai Tay Ninh.



b) S6 phin ciia Vo Viin Ba: Trong lan gip sau cing, khoang gitta thang 3
nam 1975, trudc tinh hinh rat khé khin ciia chinh phil lic bay gi, C6 Van I. R Stockwell
c¢6 hoi y kién va dé nghi dua X.92 cung vo con di qua Hoa Ky. X.92 suy nghi hoi 1au, va
quyét dinh:

- Vi d4 16n tudi nén thay kho khin khi dén “lap nghiép” & mot x&t nhu Hoa K.

- X.92 s& trd lai doi séng clia ngudi dan binh thudong. Néu bon cong san cd chiém
duoc mién Nam va giao cho chirc vu nao do, X.92 ciing s¢ tur chdi, vi di hiéu qua nhiéu
vé bon chung. Trong d6 X.92 ciing khong quén dé cap dén 2 dua con, tuyét doi khong
hop tac véi cong san.

- Cubi cung, X.92 tuyén bd mot ciu ma dén gid ndy toi hdy con nhé, cling nhu hiy
con bi “a4m anh” du da hon 40 nim qua: “Néu tui cong san chiém dwgc mién Nam, toi
s€ tu tu!”.

Nhé diéu nay, toi khong lay gi 1am la, khi qua dinh cu tai HK nam 1995, dugc biét
X.92 da chét trong luc bi giam tai trai tam giam ctia B6 Cong An ¢ Sai-gon, ma 1y do tui
cong san cho biét 13 X.92 da tir tu!

Vi t61, X.92 da tu tur that su. Trong nguc tu Cong san, dé giét mot té€n nguy hiém
nhu X.92, ma chi b1 giam c6 1 thang thi hoi “rong luong™!

Vang, tu tir hay bi birc tir trong lac bi giam 13 diéu thudng hay xay ra trong ché do
vO nhan!

IV/- PHAN KET:

Sau khi gap Merle Pribbenow vao dau nam 2010 tai Virginia, toi rat kho xt, vi toi
cam thay kho c6 thé thoa man yéu cau. Bén canh do,  ngoai Pribbenow con mot nguoi ban
cua Ong, 1a nguoi My ciing dén gip va ciing yéu cau tdi nén giup vi 6ng dang viét mot
cubn sach vé chién tranh Viét Nam.

T6i cho 1a kho xur, vi ngodi X.92 lam viéc tryc tiép v6i ching t6i, con biét bao
nguoi trong cudc khac ma hién con sinh song tai Viét Nam, nhat 1a trong ving tinh Tay
Ninh. Xem lai phén trén, trong viéc diéu hanh cong tac, tir he théng giao lién, nha an
toan, hop thu song, hop thu chét .v. .V..., phai can rat nhiéu nguoi moi co thé 1am dugc. Tai
liéu c6 tré nai, sach co ra cham, van 1a chuyén nho so véi su ton vong clia nhitng ngudi
“linh khéng c6 s6 quan” nay.

Trong hon 20 nim song & hai ngoai, nhitng anh chi em lam viéc véi toi khi xua, toi
khong bao gid dam quén. Toi nhé timg nguoi, timg khuén mat budn vui sau mdi 1an di
cong tac vé, dic biét 1a nhimg nguoi ban, nhimg ngudi em, nhitng dira chau khéng cé tén
trong “danh sach lanh lvong ctia chinh phu VNCH”.

Subt bao nam qua, tdi cling dd Am tham bang diéu kién han hep cua ca nhan, toi
clng rang gitp vui cho “nhting ngudi khong co trong danh sach” nay ma khong dam liét
ké dé bao cao trong mdi do Xuén vé, Tét dén, vi bao cao phai c6 tén ho, dia chi, v.v..

Qua cai chét cua X.92, ciing nhu nhimg bai hoc di trai qua trong sudt bao nam
phuc vu trudc 1975, t61 cdm nght:

* Chi c6 nhirng ai thiu hiéu dwgee Cong San méi dam hy sinh dé ddi diu, ké ca
mang song ciia chinh minh!



Sau ddy la bdan dich ciia Merle Pribbenow: 8-30-2017
South Vietnamese National Police Association website, accessed 30 August 2017 at
https://canhsatquocgia.org/a803/diep-vien-gioi-nhat-vnch

Posted on 7 February 2017 at 4:45 hours CH

The Republic of Vietnam’s Best Spy

(Document disseminated by the BBC)

By Phan Tan Nguu [Phan Tan Nguu]

On 20 and 21 October 2008 Texas Tech University’s Vietnam Center and the CIA’s
Intelligence Research Center [the Center for the Study of Intelligence) held a conference
titled “Intelligence in the Vietnam War.”

-BBC Report:

“...Many current and former American and Russian intelligence specialists came to talk
about their experiences during the war. There were seven presentations on seven major
topics: The CIA in Vietnam; the Phoenix Program, Intelligence and Technology; the
Secret War in Laos; Russian and Vietnamese Intelligence Operations, ...

One of the presenters, Merle Pribbenow, gave a presentation titled “The Most Famous
Unknown Spies of the Vietnam Conflict.”

Merle Pribbenow, a former CIA employee and a Vietnamese language specialists, served
in Saigon from 1970 to 1975. After leaving the CIA in 1995, he has spent his time
translating Vietnamese history publications and writing about the war. His English
translation of the History of the People’s Army of Vietnam was published by the
University Press of Kansas in 2002.

During his presentation to the conference Pribbenow described three individuals who
worked for three different intelligence agencies: the CIA, COSVN's Strategic Intelligence
Office, and Soviet Army Intelligence.

Having received the author’s permission, the BBC would like to present two portions of
his presentation, one on Nguyen Van Minh [Nguyén Van Minh] (alias Ba Minh), and the
other on Vo Van Ba [Vo Van Ba], who was described as the CIA’s Number One spy in
Vietnam...”

Because my subject is the spy in Tay Ninh, I will not discuss the section on the spies in
President Nguyen Van Thieu’s office and will simply restrict myself to my main subject.

1/-Merle Pribbenow’s Presentation
During the Vietnam War, U.S. forces employed many types of intelligence (undefined)
[sic].



https://canhsatquocgia.org/a803/diep-vien-gioi-nhat-vnch

Following is a portion of a paper on unknown spies in the Vietnam War. The BBC would
like to introduce Vo Van Ba [V0 Van Ba], who was called “the best CIA spy in
Vietnam”. (This information is based on a presentation titled “The Most Famous
Unknown Spies of the Vietnam War” given by Mr. Merle Pribbenow). This paper was
read at the “Intelligence in the Vietnam War” conference held at Texas Tech University’s
Vietnam Center. Our audience can read a portion of this paper below:

“Orrin DeForest, a CIA officer who served in Vietnam for six years, referred to him by
the codename “Reaper” in DeForest’s book, “Slow Burn: The Rise and Bitter Fall of
American Intelligence in Vietnam.” Another CIA specialist John Sullivan, author of “Of
Spies and Lies,” said he was “the best agent we ever had in Vietnam.” In a biography of
former CIA Saigon Station Chief Ted Shackley, author David Corn quoted a postwar CIA
assessment that said this spy was the agency’s “most reliable source of communist
intentions” in Vietnam. Frank Snepp, an intelligence analyst who met with this agent a
few times, called him “our top agent” in Vietnam. In Saigon Station he was often
referred to simply as “the Tay Ninh source.” After 1975 the communists described this
individual as a “dangerous spy who was completely loyal to the CIA” and said the CIA
viewed this agent as the CI4’s “most valuable spy in Indochina.
Who was this person?

His name was Vo Van Ba. According to communist accounts he was born in 1923 and
was a Communist Party member responsible for recruiting new Party members in the
area of the Cao Dai Holy See and Tay Ninh City.

There are differing accounts of how and by whom this spy was recruited to work for the
CIA. Orrin DeForest said that Ba’s uncle, who had initially joined the Viet Minh but had
later become an officer in South Vietnam’s Military Security Service, had recruited his
nephew. David Corn and John Sullivan wrote that Ba’s uncle, whom they describe only
as a South Vietnamese officer, had recruited Ba to serve as an informant for the South
Vietnamese National Police.

Before the CIA entered the case, Ba had apparently worked for a time for the U.S.
military. According to John Sullivan, another CIA officer said that Ba had previously
worked for American military intelligence.

Not long after he arrived in Tay Ninh Province in 1969, the first CIA officer to handle
Ba, had quickly transformed this espionage case, which had for long been handled rather
unprofessionally, into a professional intelligence operation that was directly controlled
by the CIA.

Operations:

From now on Ba was asked to report on strategic targets and on operational plans that
were of a national, not local, nature, rather than reporting on low-level tactical targets.
Ba was in a position where he could obtain strategic information because throughout this
period, COSVN'’s main headguarters was located close to his location - sometimes in Tay
Ninh Province itself, and sometimes in the adjacent province of Binh Long. Ba’s reports
were transmitted through CIA channels, and only a few people knew of Ba’s existence.
The U.S. military used intelligence reports it acquired to mount attacks.

»



In order to ensure secrecy, only one South Vietnamese Police Special Branch officer and
one Vietnamese employee of the CIA’s Tay Ninh office were allowed to meet with Ba in
Tay Ninh. Only very occasionally would Ba meet with an American CIA officer, and
such meetings were only conducted at a secret location in Saigon.

Ba’s reports were regularly used in U.S. intelligence assessments of communists plans.
In addition, although Ba specialized in monitoring political, not military, affairs, he
occasionally also provided advance warning of attacks in the Tay Ninh area.

However, there were still questions about Ba’s loyalty to the CIA. The results of several
polygraph [lie detector] tests did not make the CIA happy. In 1971, two years after the
CIA recruited Ba, it discovered that he was still secretly in contact with and report to
South Vietnamese military intelligence. The CIA immediately contacted the South
Vietnamese army and asked them to stop all contacts with Ba. A number of CIA officers
also asked why Ba’s work as a spy had not bee discovered by the Viet Cong in light of the
fact that communist spies had infiltrated all of South Vietnam’s intelligence operations,
many of which knew of Ba’s existence. In the end, however, the accuracy of Ba’s reports
dispelled all suspicions and the U.S. viewed Ba as a valuable asset.

The communists also gradually realized that they had a traitor in their ranks. The losses
that they suffered in the Tay Ninh area in 1969 and signs that their opponent had
advance knowledge of their attack plans led the communists to suspect that they had a
spy in their organization. A female cadre was assigned to conduct an investigation in Tay
Ninh, where Ba was assigned to recruit and organize Party chapters. However, this
female investigator was arrested by South Vietnamese security when she crossed into an
area controlled by the South Vietnamese government, and she was held in prison until the
end of the war. There is no information on whether or not B had told South Vietnamese
security to arrest this woman.

The search for the “mole” became so urgent that according to a series of articles
published in the Vietnamese press in 2004 in 1972 one of the communists’ high-level
agents in the South Vietnamese government, Nguyen Van Ta [Nguyén Van Td] (alias Ba
Quoc [Ba Quéc], was assigned to hunt down the mole. Ba Quoc guessed that the file he
wanted was in a safe in the Espionage Directorate (Section K) of the Central Intelligence
Organization (CIO). He was able to enter the office and was about to open the lock, but
then someone entered the room unexpectedly, causing him to have to abandon his plans.
Two years later, Ba Quoc’s activities were exposed and he was forced to flee to a
revolutionary base in the Mekong Delta.

The end:

Vo Van Ba’s secret file remained safe until the day that Saigon fell on 30 April 1975.
When communist soldiers occupied the offices of the CIO in Saigon, Vien Chi, the
Director of the North Vietnamese Ministry of Public Security’s Intelligence Department,
is said to have found Ba'’s file in a locked drawer in the desk of Nguyen Khac Binh, the
Director General of National Police.

Ba continued to supply valuable reports to the CIA until just before the war ended.
However, in January 1975, when the North Vietnamese Communist Party’s Politburo



issued its resolution ordering a general offensive to “finish off”” South Vietnam, Vo Van
Ba did not provide advance information on this resolution to the CIA. This was not Ba s
fault; it was because the communists suspected that they had a traitor in their ranks and
so COSVN'’s leaders decided not to disseminate this resolution to lower levels of their
organization.

In mid-April 1975 Ba gave the CIA a series of final report on North Vietnam's plan for
its attack on Saigon. These reports were considered to be so important that they were
included in the report that U.S. Ambassador Martin presented to a U.S. Congressional
Committee on the evacuation of Saigon. However, by the time that Ba supplied these
reports South Vietnam’s fate had already been sealed. In fact, Ba’s own fate had also
been sealed, although he did not yet know it.

The spy Vo Van Ba was arrested on 1 May 1975.

Shortly before the fall of Saigon, the CIA suggested that Ba and his family be evacuated
to the United States. However, he refused, saying that he would rather stay in Vietnam
than try to start a new life abroad in his old age. The CIA promised him that they would
make every effort to prevent Ba’s files from falling into enemy hands. However, by that
time the communist army had already captured and interrogated a person who perhaps
knew more about Ba’s activities than anyone else.

According to Vietnamese accounts published after the war ended, Nguyen Van Phong
[Nguyén Vin Phong] (or Nguyen Si Phong [Nguyén Si Phong]) was a 33 year-old
Northern refugee who worked for the CIA office in Tay Ninh. Phong had been Ba’s CIA
contact since 1969, since the CIA first recruited Ba. After working directly with Ba for
many years, Phong left Tay Ninh and went to work for the CIA office in Ban Me Thuot.
On 10 March 1975 communists forces quickly captured Ban Me Thuot. Phong and his
family took refuge in the home of Paul Struharik, the USAID representative and the only
American employee left in the province. However, the house was immediately
surrounded and everyone in the house was captured. Phong admitted that he worked for
the CIA and gave the communists Vo Van Ba’s name. On 30 April 1975 the communists
captured Tay Ninh City and arrested Phan Tan Nguu [Phan Téan Nguu], the South
Vietnamese officer in charge of Ba’s case. Ba himself was arrested on 01 May 1975.
The Vietnamese say that Ba committed suicide on 8 June 1975 while he was being held in
a Ministry of Public Security prison camp. The truth about Vo Van Ba’s death - whether
it was a suicide or something else - may never be known.

Another end:

There was another end to the story of the Tay Ninh spy. In 1980, in the middle of the boat
refugee crisis, Paul Struharik, the USAID representative in Ban Me Thuot whose house
had been surrounded by the communists in March 1975, received a letter at his home in
the United States. The letter had been mailed from Malaysia, and the letter’s writer was
Nguyen Van Phong.

Phong wrote that he had escaped from his North Vietnamese prison camp by jumping
from a truck while being transferred from one prison to another. He said that after his
escape he had located his wife and children and that he and his entire family were about



to depart on the boat on a boat with other refugees who had just arrived on the
Malaysian coast. Phong said that since his boat was still sea-worthy, the Malaysians
wanted to push them away, but Phong said that he had persuaded someone to mail this
letter to the U.S. for him, and Phong asked Struharik for his help.

Phong’s story seems hard to believe because how could an important prisoner like him
be able to escape, and even be able to bring his wife and children with him. However,
Americans know that in life sometimes miracles happen, so they sent a message asking
the authorities to keep an eye out for Phong’s boat when it arrived at a refugee camp.

A little over a week later, a Vietnamese was seen floating in the South China Sea and was
rescued by a passing ship. This man said that he had been on Phong’s boat. He said that
the boat had sunk while it was on its way to Indonesia and that everyone on the boat,
including Phong and his family, had died.”

(from BBC).

11/-The Story From Someone Who Was Involved in the Case (Phan Tan Nguu)

Right after he returned from making his presentation at Texas Tech University, Merle
Pribbenow tried every way he could think of to get in touch with me because he felt that
there were some unexplained points in his recent presentation and that there were details
that he did not know about the recruitment and the running of this operation, especially
about how the security of this operation had been maintained for so many years.

During a trip 1 made to Washington D.C. in early 2010 Merle Pribbenow sought me out
and we had pho together in the Eden Shopping Center. When we met, he asked me to
write about the progress of the operation, from the time the source had not yet become
the spy with the code-name X..., as well as about all of the details regarding how this
operation was run so successfully that right up until 30 April 1975 the operation was still
secure [secret], even though the Viet Cong were always suspicious and exerted tight
security controls on their own ranks!

Let us go back to the beginning...

Circa mid-1970 the Director of National Police Zone I11 [Military Region I11] appointed
me to be the Chief of the Special Police Section of the Tay Ninh Province National Police
Office, replacing Le Quy Thong [Lé Quy Thong] who was killed during an operation in
May 1970. When | learned | was being sent to Tay Ninh, | felt the hair raise on the back
of my neck because that province was filled with place names that were the sites of
terrible battles. 1 was worried, but I still had to pack my bags and go, accompanied by lots
of words of advice, encouragement, and promises of whole-hearted support from Colonel
Dao Quan Hien [Pao Quan Hién]. I still remember what he told me: “I don’t care if you
are talented or not; I just need you to work hard and to not be afraid of difficulties and
hardships.”

During my first days in my new location | virtually went without sleep, not only because
of all the work and decisions | had to make every day, but also because | had to read the



files of every sympathizer, secret informant, and especially of the intelligence agents that
were still operating.

In this pile of files, I could not avoid paying special attention to Operation X.54 (the code
name used during the years 1969-1970) and the intelligence agent named Vo Van Ba [V0
Van Ba] (aka Nam Huynh), who lived in the area of the Cao Dai Holy See in Tay Ninh.
He made his living as a slash-and-burn farmer who regularly worked in the area of Ninh
Thanh, Hiep Ninh, and Suoi Da villages, all the way to the base of Nui Ba Den [Black
Lady Mountain] in northern Tay Ninh Province (the route used by COSVN cadres to
enter the area).

Reviewing the details about this individual, I learned that he was a native of Moc Hoa in
Kien Tuong Province, but because of the increased fighting in that area he decided to
move to make a living in the Long Hoa area of Phu Khuong District, Tay Ninh Province.
As for Vo Van Ba’s family in Kien Tuong, he had an uncle who had worked for the Viet
Minh and who had joined the Communist Party with Ba in the post-1945 years.

Circa 1967, using an operations assistant who had previously been a communist cadre
who had operated in Hao Duoc Village, Tay Ninh Province and who, after defecting and
helping us, had been recruited to work for the South Vietnamese government’s Sureté
[Cbong An] circa 1962 (Colonel Nguyen Van Y, the Director General of National Police,
had made the decision to hire him), Ba was recruited to serve as a Secret Informant.
During the years 1967 to 1970, Vo Van Ba had sent in occasional reports on local
activities from what he said were occasional meetings with Viet Cong cadres while he
was doing slash-and-burn farming in insecure areas that the National government was
unable to control. Ba’s reports appeared to be accurate to the extent that we could
confirm them in specific localities and specific times. However, there were a few reports
that | could not fail to pay special attention to:

1)-The 1968 Tet General Offensive. The Republic of Vietnam and the Communists had
signed a cease-fire agreement to allow the people to celebrate the Tet holiday. This cease-
fire would take effect on the first day of the first lunar month of the Lunar New Year
However, on the 25th day of the last lunar month of the year [five days before Tet], Vo
Van Ba had reported that that the communists were preparing to mount an all-out general
offensive throughout all of South Vietnam, from the cities to the rural countryside. In this
report Bs had stated that Viet Cong cadres returning from a meeting north of Nui Ba Den
[Black Lady Mountain] (meaning in War Zone D) had told him that they had received
orders from the Center [Hanoi] directing them to mount this surprise general offensive in
order to seize control of the government, no matter what the cost. This report had been
sent to the National Police Headquarters and the U.S. Embassy on the morning of the
26th day of the last lunar month of the year [four days before Tet].  In previous articles
written about Major General Nguyen Ngoc Loan, we have mentioned the order he issued
directing National Police units throughout South Vietnam to restrict 100% of their
personnel to their offices and based and directing them to dig protective bunkers in which
to take shelter around their unit locations. Meanwhile army personnel were taking turns
in being granted leave to go home to celebrate Tet.



2)-COSVN order to withdraw forces in order to avoid losses before Army of the
Republic of Vietham (ARVN) forces launched attacks into Cambodian territory
sometime during the period from the end of 1969 into 1970. While a number of units
were directed to defend several important war zone bases, the bulk of the enemy’s forces
were ordered to withdraw in the direction of Southern Laos. The report said that the Viet
Cong were certain that ARVN would launch attacks into Cambodia in order to destroy
COSVN, which at that time was hiding inside Cambodia.

These were two exemplary reports that stood out from a large number of ordinary reports,
and they made me think that Vo Van Ba was not an ordinary “secret informant.”
However, the question was who, or what organization, or possibly Ba himself, could have
obtained this kind of information.

Bernard D’ Ambrossio, who was my American advisor at that time, shared my concerns
about this case. After discussing the case, we decided that we needed to hold a meeting
with Ba that would last for at least three days and that the meeting should be conducted in
Saigon. This happened circa mid-1971.

Every time we met with Vo Van Ba we had to make preparations for the entire meeting,
from the time he left the area to the time he returned, because at that time Ba was rated as
a “reliable” secret informant. The important thing was what explanation Ba should give
to his wife and his two children, a son and a daughter, for his absence.

The preparations for every such trip were different. However, this trip was the first one
since | had arrived in Tay Ninh. We asked Ba to go to the province hospital pretending to
be sick (however he was directed not to meet with any of the hospital’s doctors). Once
there, he would slip through a door and sneak into a windowless room in the rear of the
hospital. He would climb onto a stretcher and cover his entire body, including his face,
with a sheet. Four Special Branch policemen would then carry him out to an ambulance
that would drive him to the Tay Ninh West Airfield (at the province capital) where an
aircraft would be waiting to fly him to Saigon (the four Special Branch policeman would
not be told who was on the stretcher). As for me, | and the case officer would drive a car
to Saigon and we arranged to meet at Hotel X.Y.

Except for when he was in the hotel room (I was in the adjacent room), when he went
outside, to a restaurant, to listen to music at a nightclub, etc., Vo Van Ba was required to
disguise himself appropriate to the place he was going: sometimes wearing a rig,
sometimes wearing a mustache, but he always had to wear dark glasses, assuming it was
daytime.

During this first meeting, Frank Snepp, an intelligence analyst assigned to the U.S.
Embassy, participated in the meeting, along with an interpreter, who at that time was
Nguyen Si Phong, and one other American who came to make tape-recordings of the
meetings but who did not participate in the discussions.

As a result of this meeting, we learned:

-Ba was a Central Committee [COSVN Party Committee] member who was at that time
responsible for recruiting cadres and new Party members to help him control all types of



activities in the area of the Tay Ninh Cao Dao Holy See and to supply personnel to other
units from district-level up through province and COSVN level.

-He was responsible for implementing directives from COSVN regarding local sabotage
operations, planting of explosive charges [bombs], and distribution leaflets. Ba simply
issued orders for the Party chapters to carry out but was not allowed to personally
participate in these operations.

-He was responsible for closely monitoring and supporting all activities of the Holy See
Party Chapter aimed at assassinating high-ranking Cao Dai religious figures whom they
viewed as having been installed by the Saigon government, figures such as Cao Hoai
Sang [Cao Hoai Sang], Truong Huu Duc [Truong Hitu Ptrc], Le Thien Phuoc [L& Thién
Phuéc], former Lt. Colonel Nguyen Van Nha [Nguyén Vin Nhi], and especially former
Cao Dai Lieutenant General Nguyen Van Thanh [Nguyén Vin Thanh] (Here I would like
to offer a sidebar comment: Having later become the Cao Dai Chief Coordinator, after 30
April 1975 Nguyen Van Nha was arrested and detained in the Nui Ba Den [Black Lady
Mountain] area for ten year; he was not released until 1985). | also previously written an
article on the death of Lt. General Nguyen Van Thanh that was published in “Phuong
Hoan” [Phoenix]. The enemy assassinated him in the back of his bedroom, inside the
Cao Dai Holy See itself, because they believe he was working for the CIA and was
obstructing COSVN’s efforts to control the Cao Dai (according to other reports that we
received, COSVN did not issue instructions to assassinate General Thanh just to X.92;
COSVN also issued similar instructions to the Toa Thanh [Holy See] District Party
Committee - we knew this because we had an intelligence agent working inside this
district Party Committee). Cao Dai General Nguyen Van Thanh was murdered on 22
November 1972 (the 16th day of the tenth lunar month).

-Even though he lived in Tay Ninh, COSVN still secretly contacted him to instruct him to
conduct other activities; for instance, they invited him to attend meetings held north of
Nui Ba Den [Black Lady Mountain], in the base area of the National Liberation Front. It
should be noted that every time these meetings were held, Party committee members,
including from the province, district, and villages committees would attend, and
arrangements would be made for Vo Van Ba to sit in the front row, in a place that was
screened (so that those sitting behind him could not see his face).

According to his recruitment file held in the Tay Ninh Province Special Branch office,
shortly after he arrived in Tay Ninh to settle there, Vo Van Ba was faced with a choice
between three possible paths for his future: the Viet Cong constantly sent people to
contact and recruit him and they regularly threatened him that if he refused or if he
betrayed them, they would denounce him [to the government] as having previously work
for the communists in Kien Tuong and that he was a Party member, a member of the
Communist organization. That was the reason that Ba had to ask one of his older
cousins, who was like an uncle, to introduce him to the province police office, which
recruited him to work as an “outside employee”.

The Tay Ninh Special Branch was able to recruit three “outside employees”, and all three
of them were productive assets. They were:



1-D.V.N.: This agent resulted in Operation X.45, which destroyed the Viet Cong in Lang
Co Nhi [Orphan Village] in Long Thanh in 1973 in a coordinated arrest wrap-up
involving National Police Headquarters E Operations Bloc and the Gia Dinh Province
Police Special Branch.

2.-Ng.T.T.: This agent later resulted in Operation Y.80, which destroyed the Viet Cong’s
Y .4 organization and resulted in the arrest of the owner of the Thanh Bach night club,
located on Le Loi Street, near the Saigon Hospital, in 1974. After Saigon fell in 1975 T.
was arrested and was imprisoned with me in a prison camp in North Vietnam, and was
only released after being imprisoned for more than ten years.

3.-Vo Van Ba.

When he initially agreed to become an outside employee, it was only a formality
designed to protect himself, because Ba knew that he could not avoid being closely
monitored [tailed] and threatened by the Viet Cong, and if the Nationalists [the South
Vietnamese government] found out about his Viet Cong contacts he would be arrested.
After initially viewing this as just a device to protect himself, Ba gradually came to
realize the brutality of the Viet Cong. During the occasions when | had time to talk to
Ba, he often complained about the Viet Cong and reviewed with me the things that he
had done from the time that he had joined them in his native province of Kien Tuong on,
saying that all they had done was to rob, steal, and kill, even killing innocent people. If
they wanted the people to join them or to “support” the revolution, the only way they
could accomplish these things was to “kill”! Finally, he told me, “Only those without
consciences, those who are heartless, will work for them.”

Once he had begun to think like this, an issue arose that we had to resolve. Ba had a son
named Vo T.D. His son had passed his first baccalaureate exam in 1971, but he then
failed his second baccalaureate exam two years in a row. Meanwhile his educational
draft deferment expired and he was at the age that he was now “the property of the Thu
Duc Infantry Officers School.” If he let his son enter the Thu Duc Infantry School, Ba
would certainly be demoted by the Communists, which would mean that his cooperation
with the Nationalist side would no longer be effective, and he could even run into
problems in the future. On the other hand, he did not want his son to join the Viet Cong
because Ba had already spent practically his whole life with the V.C.

I went to see Colonel Huynh Thoi Tay [Huynh Théi Tay], Special Assistant to the
National Police Commander [the Chief of Police Special Branch] to discuss the situation
with him. A little over a week later | was summoned to see Colonel Tay again to receive
Vo T.D.’s draft exemption papers. Only then did I learn that Colonel Tay had talked to
the National Police Commander, Major General Nguyen Khac Binh, and that at the
request of the National Police Commander the Mobilization Directorate [the organization
responsible for drafting military personnel], whose director at that time was Major
General Bui Dinh Dam, had signed the draft exemption papers.

This meant that the concerns about the son were resolved, and from that point on, we had
to pay more attention to the security of this operation.



We immediately changed the operation’s code designation from X.54 (which it had been
in 1970) to X.69, with the code name Rang Dong (this was done in 1972), and then in
1974 the code designation was changed to X.92 and the code name was changed to Bao
Quoc. From then on we used only the code designation X.92 in our reports on this
operation, which made it easier for the readers to understand.
In the following section | will describe some of the details regarding how Operation X.92
was managed and directed. These procedures were the results of the discussion we had
with Vo Van Ba during that first trip [to Saigon] as well as during later such meetings:
1/-Communications System:
In operations like X.92. security is always the first responsibility, one in which no
mistakes can be made, not matter what the reason. For communications, we used the
following methods:
a)-Radio communications: This was a type of wireless “phone” [in English] (similar to
one of today’s “Walkie-Talkies). The radio was only used at pre-determined times and
we were not allowed to use it for more than one minute. During that one minute, it was
only used to inform the other party what he must do, such as to retrieve a letter from a
dead drop, to come to Safe House No. ..., or that he would be away on a trip for several
days.
b)-Letter boxes [Dead drops]: There were a total of three dead drops, two inside the Cao
Dai Holy See and one outside, near the province capital.
c)-Mobile letter boxes [Live drops]: The usual method of transportation for the residents
of Tay Ninh was the “xe 16i.” [a motorcycle with a small cart/trailer attached to the rear
consisting of two wheels on which was mounted a bench seat for two or three passengers]
There were many different types of “xe 1617, and especially many different types of
motorcycles: Honda, Suzuki, Yamaha, etc. The vehicle we used had a fake license plat.
Each time the driver (who was a special operations officer) got the order to carry out a
mission, he had to change the license plate and remember to attach the canopy [a canvas
top to protect the passengers from rain and sun] for the two female passengers, who were
both young students going to school, who carried identical book-bags, and who would be
picked up at two different locations. The two girls would be dropped off separately at
different locations after they had switched book-bags. We often used this mobile
message exchange system whenever X.92 returned from an official mission for the V.C.
or returned from a meeting at COSVN headquarters. X.92 would write his report and
then press his walkie-talking button - “1, 2, 3.” On the way back, at a pre-arranged
location along a street, the Case Officer would step out, take the book-bag and
immediately conceal it, and then bring it back to the office to deliver the documents or
reports from the agent.
d)-Safe houses: Naturally, this is something that everyone in the intelligence business
knows about and must use. We had two safe-houses for the X.92 Operation, one in the
Long Hoa area and one near the province capital.
2/-Translator/Interpreter:



The Special Police Advisor in Tay Ninh always had three or four Vietnamese translators,
at the very least, because we had quite a few operations in Tay Ninh - we had intelligence
agents or secret informants not just at the province level of the V.C., but also at the
district and village level. However, only one translator was used for the X.92 operation.
This interpreter was not used on any other operation, and the American advisor and | had
an agreement that the translator would not be a native of Tay Ninh Province and that the
translator would not have any relatives or loved ones who lived in Tay Ninh.

During the more than four years that I served in Tay Ninh, | worked closely with three
different translators who worked solely on the X.92 operation:

-Nguyen Si Phong [Nguyén Si Phong]

-Nguyen Cao Quang [Nguyén Cao Quang]

-Nguyen Thanh Trang [Nguyén Thanh Trang]

With regard to Nguyen Si Phong (not “Nguyen Van Phong”) had arrived in Tay Ninh
before | got there (he arrived circa 1969). Phong was a Northerner, a small man who
handled his duties rather quickly, especially in translating X.92’s reports after X.92
returned from meetings at COSVN - sometimes he had to stay up all night translating the
take because in addition to X.92’s handwritten report, there would also be documents that
COSVN disseminated to lower-levels (sometimes these documents were several dozen
pages long).

In 1972 Phong became acquainted with a woman who was living with her family in Tay
Ninh and decided that he wanted to marry her. Initially, when Phong went out with this
woman, took her out to eat, etc., | received reports on this and ordered my people to
conduct a secret investigation of the two of them. Fortunately, the girl and her family
were good people, the kind of people we could trust. However, when | discussed this
situation with my American advisor, the Americans asked me to keep our decision [to
remove Nguyen Si Phong from the X.92 operation] secret while they arranged to do this
smoothly, because if what we did upset him and made him unhappy, Phong could
“sacrifice” [expose] X.92 in one way or another.

Finally, | attended a going-away party to see Phong off to his new job at the Region Il
Consulate General (the Office of the CIA Advisor), which meant that Phong was being
promoted (from the province level up to the region level).

From that time on, the X.92 operation continued to remain secure right up to 30 April
1975.

After Duong Van Minh ordered our forces to surrender, | and the Chief of the G
(Operations) section personally took all of our intelligence files (everything from the
recruitment files, the operational files, etc.) out to the grounds of the Province
Interrogation Center, burned them, and threw the ashes into a well.

At 9:00 on the night of 30 April my wife (a police captain) and | were arrested inside the
Cao Dai Holy See and were locked up in separate cells. Later my wife was sent to the
Cay Cay prison camp in the jungles of War Zone D, while | was sent to North Vietnam.
In 1988 I was transferred back to a prison in the South and was finally released on 29
April 1992.



After being held in a cell in the province prison, sometime in April or May 1975 | was
brought in to meet with an officer from the VC’s Ministry of Interior [Ministry of Public
Security] in the VC Tay Ninh Province Public Security Office. The very first question he
asked me was whether | knew anything about Vo Van Ba and why | had given the order
to burn all of the files of Section G (the Operations Section).
| replied only that burning files was standard procedure when the situation became
insecure or when the Government of the Republic of Vietnam ordered an evacuation; the
procedure was that we were to burn all of our documents before we evacuated. From
then on [ was brought in to “work” with this Public Security cadre virtually every day,
and that is when | learned that Vo Van Ba had been arrested a few days after my arrest.
It was only when I heard about Merle Pribbenow’s presentation that I learned that
Nguyen Si Phong had been captured in Ban Me That in March 1975, and it was not until
I met with Merle Pribbenow in Washington D.C. in early 2010 that I learned about
Nguyen Si Phong’s death in 1980.
Translators Quang and Trang took over Phong’s duties until 23 April 1975, at which time
they were transferred to [the CIA’s] Region III Headquarters in Bien Hoa.
With regard to the American advisors, | should add that sometime in 1974 all American
advisors working out in the provinces were withdrawn to the respective region
headquarters. When they had an operation to conduct or when they needed to discuss
something, they would make an appointment to meet with the province counterparts but
they no longer lived in the provinces as they had previously. However, in Tay Ninh and
Tay Ninh only, these advisors, and their translator Nguyen Thanh Trang, stayed in Tay
Ninh, and they did not leave until 23 April 1975. My last American advisor was John R.
Stockwell (who currently lives in the state of Texas).
Since the American advisors are not the main topic of this article, I will only make a few
brief comments regarding Mr. John R. Stockwell.
It was only after | arrived in the U.S. in 1995 that | learned that John R. Stockwell held
the rank of Colonel. After he left Tay Ninh and returned to the [CIA’s] Region
Headquarters in Bien Hoa he was placed in charge of the evacuation of the American
advisors and other U.S. personnel in Region 11 back to the United States, because the
U.S. had abandoned Vietnam!
Before he left Tay Ninh on the morning of 23 April 1975, R. Stockwell came to see me in
my office. He asked me and my wife to leave Vietnam that very day; he said that an
aircraft was waiting for my wife and me at the province capital’s airfield. | refused his
request for two reasons:
-1 had two children whom | had sent to live with their maternal grandparents in Long An
(this was because during the period from 1973 to 1975, Tay Ninh was regularly shelled
by the communists, both day and night. | could not leave the country and just leave my
children behind. Even though I had not yet talked to my wife about this, | knew that my
wife would make the same decision as | did.



-Second, | could not abandon my subordinates, those with whom | had worked
constantly, risking death on occasion, in many difficult operations which we conducted
regardless of the dangers we faced.

In response to Stockwell’s request, I simply thanked him and told him that I would accept
my fate, whatever the eventual outcome was for my country. Stockwell stood there
silently for a moment, and then he squeezed my hand tightly as he said “Goodbye” to
me. When | arrived in the U.S. in 1995, | contacted a number of people who had worked
for the American advisors back in Tay Ninh. That was when | learned that Stockwell had
become unhappy and dissatisfied when the U.S. abandoned Vietnam and that he had
written a book but that his book had not been published because of an order issued by the
CIA! (you can verify this on Youtube in a number of discussions about “The Conflicts
Started By the CIA Around the World”).

3/-Operations:

Aside from reports on operational matters and on the situation in our area of
responsibility, we sent his reports on directives and instructions issued by COSVN to the
Police Special Branch Headquarters as quickly as possible. There were some urgent
report that were sent to Saigon for delivery to Special Branch Headquarters just one or
two hours after we received them (sometime | or the Case Officer would personally take
these reports back to Saigon). As for the American advisors, they received copies of
these reports for transmittal to the U.S. Embassy in Saigon. If there was anything in the
information that involved our local area in the province, | would personally brief the
Province Chief so that he could take appropriate action.

In terms of tactical information, X.92 answered virtually all of our requirements for our
local area [the province] as well as for all of the other localities in South Vietnam.
However, | would like to provide a few details about the operation that were of historic
significance:

a)-The “Summer of Fire” [1972] offensive: After regrouping and strengthening their
forces following their terrible defeats during the 1968 Tet Offensive, the Communist
Army decided to end the war via military means rather than through the Four-Party
Conference [in Paris]. In addition, the anti-war movement in the United States had
grown and was continuing to expand, and it was significantly influencing the U.S.
Congress’s decisions on continuing to provide aid to South Vietnam as had been
promised by the President, and by previous Presidents.

In December 1971 X.92 was summoned to attend an urgent meeting in an area of dense
jungle where COSVN was then located. During this meeting X.92 was directed to go
back to hold immediate meetings with the different VC Party chapters to disseminate an
order from the Politburo to attack and seize control of the Cao Dai Holy See, located in
Phu Khuong District, Tay Ninh Province, to use as a bargaining chip in negotiations with
the Government of the Republic of Vietnam at the Paris Conference. Military forces
would attack the Holy See from the outside while internally X.92 was directed to incite
Cao Dai believers to hold protest demonstrations to demand that the Government of the



Republic of Vietnam to cease fire to avoid damaging the Holy See and killing members
of the Cao Dai faith.

When this report reached Saigon, according to what | was told by the Tay Ninh Province
Chief, Colonel Le Van Thien [Lé Van Thi¢n], President Nguyen Van Thieu ordered that
Tay Ninh and the Cao Dai Holy See must be defended and held, no matter what the cost.
After this order was issued, a series of meetings were held with the Corps Commander,
the Commander of the 25th Division, the Province Chief, and their subordinate units
stationed in Tay Ninh. A few days later our engineer units, artillery units, etc. were
ordered to dig a trench around the entire northern perimeter to prevent the VC from being
able to use armored vehicles in the attack. This trench ran from ran from the Trang Lon
military base around the northern side of the Province capital all the way to Route 22
(reaching Route 22 in the area of the Giang Tan three-way intersection).

Because during the subsequent period the VC used armored vehicles to transport troops
and to attack South Vietnamese government positions, the digging of this trench was just
a cover operation, something done for show, while the real defense was the installation of
minefields using mines of every kind. At night aircraft from Bien Hoa and Saigon
constantly flew reconnaissance flights over the area north of the province capital,
including over Nui Ba Den [Black Lady Mountain], located 12 kilometers from the
province capital.

Meanwhile, in the jungles to the north, the 81st Airborne Rangers closely monitored all
activities of Viet Cong units, including in the Cambodian border area to the southwest, on
the other side of the Vam Co Dong River.

At 2:00 in the morning one day in early April 1972 the sounds of volley after volley of
explosions woke everyone up. Some of the explosions were the sounds of enemy artillery
guns all along the province capital’s northern perimeter. Because the guns were firing
from rather far away, only a few rounds hit populated areas on the outskirts of the
province capital, so our losses were insignificant.

During the shelling | was in the command bunker of the province chief, Colonel Le Van
Thien, where we were taking turns standing watch as we monitored reports from units
along our defensive perimeter and from the different district headquarters. The reports
said that the enemy was using only infantry forces to mount his attacks and that they had
not seen any armored vehicles. As a result, when the enemy troops got near the trench,
our men in our different units needed only to “push the button™ to set off the [claymore]
mines. Perhaps the VC did not dare to transport their troops by vehicle, even armored
vehicles. because of our constant night reconnaissance flights - most of the Tay Ninh area
consisted of rubber plantations, where it would be easy for our aircraft to spot enemy
vehicle movements.

A little before 5:00 in the morning the sounds of gunfire began to die out, and the
situation was totally quiet by the time the sun came up. The next morning our defensive
units reported that all along the northern trench line they had found extensive VVC blood
trails along with a number of bodies that the enemy had not been able to carry away in
time.



Three or four days later the attack on Loc Ninh began, Route 13 was cut completely, and
An Loc was isolated and besieged.

Perhaps the detailed, meticulous defensive preparations in Tay Ninh, based on X.92’s
reporting, is what saved Tay Ninh and the Cao Dai Holy See, and instead Binh Long was
forced to bear the brunt of the communist attack in the days that followed.

During a number of later discussions with Frank Snepp, we both agreed on the following
possible conclusions about the 1972 Easter Offensive in South Vietnam:

1.-X.92’s initial reports saying that the communists would try to take Tay Ninh at all
costs were a “smokescreen” used while the communists focused all of their efforts on the
attack against An Loc. That was the reason that just a short time later An Loc had been
totally cut off and isolated. By the time the siege of An Loc was lifted, our army had
sustained rather heavy losses to retake the lost territory, and the losses suffered by the
81st Airborne Rangers had been particularly heavy.

2.-Because our preparations in Tay Ninh had been so through, while communist forces
were only able to mass at a point more than ten kilometers north of the province capital,
in War Zone D, all the way out to the Cambodian border, when the VC infantry units
attacked they had suffered rather heavy losses because of our newly-dug trenches and its
associated network of minefields. That was the reason that they had been forced to pull
back to the northeast in order to attack Binh Long, which is what in fact happened.
b)-The 1973 Paris Agreement: The “Paris Peace Talks” between the four different
parties - the Republic of Vietnam, North Vietnam, the National Liberation Front, and the
U.S. - were still going on. In mid-October 1972, after returning from attending a meeting
at COSVN, X.92 sent an urgent radio message during which we agreed to arrange for the
“mobile letter box vehicle” to make a run following a pre-arranged route.

After receiving the book-bag and opening it, we found it contained a copy of a resolution
issued by Hanoi’s Politburo along with a detailed report on COSVN’s instructions for
Implementing this resolution. The report said that the Paris Agreement would be signed
on 30 April 1972. It said that the agreement contained one extremely important provision,
which was that the United States and the Republic of Vietnam acknowledged and
approved the presence of the National Liberation Front for South Vietnam in portions of
South Vietnam’s territory south of the 17th Parallel. COSVN’s implementation
instructions directed that all locations must throw all the forces they had into an effort to
“seize population and seize land” beginning on 27 October 1972. The instructions said
that when the agreement was signed on 30 April the territory that they were able to seize
and occupy would be formally legalized [as being territory belonging to the NLF].

| immediately contacted my American advisor to request an aircraft to carry these
documents to National Police Headquarters. At the same time | placed a call to the Chief
of the Police Special Branch on my SA-100 communications to brief him and to tell him
that | would deliver the report to the Special Branch Bloc in two hours. | made one copy
of the documents for the American advisors to send to the U.S. Embassy in Saigon
aboard the same aircraft.



When | met with the Colonel who was the Director of the Police Special Branch | also
briefed in on X.92’s trip to attend the meeting in War Zone D. I told him that COSVN
had directed that he must arrive for the meeting at the hour and on the day that was set
and that he must not fail to appear, no matter what the reason for his absence might be.
Before | left to go to Tan Son Nhat Airfield for my return flight to Tay Ninh, I heard the
Chief of the Police Special Branch say, “The Viet Cong are a bunch of thieves and the
Americans are a bunch of swindlers [double-crossers]!”

30 October came and went, but we did not receive any instructions or information
bulletins from the government about signing the agreement, and the Republic of Vietnam
always had to be prepared for attacks that might occur at any place and any time.

About ten days before Christmas in 1972, all of the media in South Vietnam, including
the TV and the radio, reported that the U.S. had sent B-52s to bomb Hanoi in order to
apply pressure to force the North Vietnamese communists and the NLF to withdraw from
Vietnam, saying that was the pre-requisite condition set by the Paris Conference as a
result of the demands of the Government of the Republic of Vietnam.

During a meeting | had with the Colonel who was the Chief of the Police Special Branch
a few days after the B-52s bombed Hanoi, he told me that after reading our report that
had been sent to him by the National Police Headquarters, which had been hand-
delivered to him by National Police Commander Nguyen Khac Binh, President Nguyen
Van Thieu had called in the American Ambassador to “grill” him about this matter and to
ask him why the U.S. had gone behind the Republic of Vietnam’s back. The President’s
final threat to the Ambassador had been that he would recall the Republic of Vietnam’s
delegation to the Paris peace talks and bring the delegation back to Vietnam.

The U.S.’s “mid-night liaisons” with North Vietnam had not achieved the U.S.’s desired
results because of the Republic of Vietnam’s vociferous opposition, and that was why the
U.S. had been forced to send B-52s to Hanoi. In the end North Vietnam accepted the
Republic of Vietnam’s conditions, and the peace agreement was finally signed on 27
January 1973.

However, we did not forget the lessons we had learned about the Communists, so prior to
the signing of the Agreement, not just Tay Ninh but all of our other provinces, including
even Saigon, received he order to be prepared to deal with a new attack called “seizing
population and seizing land” on the day that the agreement took effect.

Shortly after midnight on the night of 26-27 January 1973 the sounds of gunfire erupted
throughout our country. In a few provinces and a few localities the fighting lasted for
three or days before it finally ended.

When we reviewed the situation, it turned out that wherever the Viet Cong had attacked
they were defeated and that not only were they unable to gain control of more people and
more territory, their units and their organizations had been forced to pull back from the
positions they had previously held.

c)-Politburo Resolution 24, January 1975: The Vietnam conflict, with or without the
Paris Agreement, continued, just as it had before. The agreement was just an excuse for
the U.s. to begin withdrawing its units back home in light of the concerns felt by the rest



of the world and to satisfy the anti-war protestors, who were causing more and more
problems for the government.

In early 1975 the fighting became increasingly ferocious and the Republic of Vietnam’s
soldiers were forced to contend with shortages of all kinds, including even shortages of
ammunition. Few people could believe that the conflict could have lasted until 1975!
After the abandonment of Central Vietnam in March X.92 had to attend a series of
meetings at COSVN to receive instructions, including the requirement that our local
organizations were to attack fuel storage facilities and small enemy units (village and
district-level units). The instructions said that the communist regular army [main force]
units would make maximum use of armored vehicles and artillery to attack what the
communists considered to be the strategic targets they needed to eliminate. The
communists said that the time had come to finish the war via military might. They issued
only general instructions and did not provide a concrete, detailed plan for to implement
these instructions. X.92 reported only this and he was not able to give us a single
requirement that they were supposed to implement.

In April 1975 X.92 brought back from these meetings the entire text of Politburo
Resolution 24 and of COSVN’s Resolution 12, which was COSVN’s version of
Resolution 24 for dissemination to lower levels. When these two resolution were hand-
delivered to President Nguyen Van Thieu, he convened a number of meetings of his
National Security Council in order to try to find ways to deal with the enemy’s plan.

It was only later that I learned a little bit about President Thieu’s reaction from a living
witness: the Secretary General of the National Security Council, Major General Nguyen
Khac Binh, the National Police Commander.

Resolution 24 (and COSVN’s Resolution 12) analyzed the Republic of Vietnam’s
shortages of supplies of every kind and then laid out a plan to send reinforcements to
surround Saigon after they had “been given” the northern part of the country, Regions |
and 11, during the past two months.

Our fighting men were forced to economize, right down to each and every round of
ammunition and every single liter of gas. This was accompanied by threats and pressure
from the U.S. aimed at forcing President Thieu to resign. However, President Nguyen
Van Thieu always gave the same reply - that the Republic of Vietnam would fight right
down to its “last bullet.”

In light of this situation, the Hanoi Communists did everything possible to persuade the
U.S. to go behind our backs in order to find someone to replace President Thieu after they
had given the U.S. the gift that the entire [American] nation had hoped for: the return of
the American prisoners of war held in North Vietnam in accordance with the terms of the
Paris Agreement that they had signed.

Finally, after enduring pressure from every side President Nguyen Van Thieu was forced
to resign and turn over the reins of government to Vice President Tran Van Huong, and at
noon on 30 April 1975 Duong Van Minh handed our nation over to the Communists.



What happened after that was completely different from what | had learned from these
two resolutions, and the leaders who followed were not allowed to mention these things
again.

d)-The individual named Ut Tang [Ut Tang]: In his presentation (see above) Merle
Pribbenow mentioned that the enemy suspected that they had an agent in their ranks
because who always had advance knowledge of their plans and had been able to inflict
significant losses on them. So they sent someone to investigate.

In late 1971, through one of our other penetration operations, we learned that in the Phu
Khuong District operating area the District Party Secretary, Ba Dua [Ba Dura], and Tu
Tinh [Tu Tinh], the Chairman of what they called the Holy See [Toa Thanh] District
Committee, instructed a female cadre with legal status to go to live in the area of the
Long Hoa Market (near X.92’s house) under the pretext of being an itinerate street
peddler and to find a way to monitor [surveil] X.92.

Through reports we received, | learned that this woman was a former political prisoner
named Nguyen Thi Xe [Nguyén Thi Xe], alias Ut Tang [Ut Tang]. She had been arrested
previously by the Police Special Branch and the Province Security Committee had given
her a three-year “an trip” [preventative detention for security reasons) sentence. She had
been released in 1971 and had immediately resumed working for the communists.

To carry out her operational requirements, Ut Tang would ride her bicycle to the market
carrying vegetables, fruits, etc. to sell there. During the noon rest period she would go
around studying the situation, and at night she would return home to report or to carry out
other assignments.

During a meeting with X.92 at the safe house, X.92 said that this woman was very
enthusiastic and hard-working and that she was a great danger to agents with legal status.
Even though she was just a district-level cadre, X.92 had seen her attending several
meetings in the war zone [COSVN-level meetings].

Two days later we covertly snatched Ut Tang while she was on her way from Ninh Thanh
Village to the Long Hoa Market and placed her in solitary confinement. The next day |
reported this matter to the Special Branch Headquarters. | was ordered to deliver her to
Headquarters Staff D.6, and they held her in custody until 30 April 1975.

We did not feel X.92 anything about Ut Tang’s arrest so that X.92 would always be on
his guard in all of his operational actions, and also so that X.92 would not become too
worried about his own security. More than one year later, COSVN finally informed X.92
had Ut Tang had been arrested and then had disappeared, but they did not give him any
other details. They asked X.92 to try to find out where Ut Tang was being held and
whether she was still alive or whether she was dead.

e)-“Outside-The-Box” Operations: The reason I call these “outside-the-box” operations is
that we carried out these activities at the request of the Communists as the result of orders
that COSVN, the Province Party Committee, and the District Party Committee gave to
X.92 to carry out:

-Distributing leaflets: The enemy regularly ordered X.92 to distribute leaflets denouncing
religious officials who were members of the Cao Dai Religious Council because most of



these officials were trying to expel young draft dodgers who had taken refuge in the
compound of the Cao Dai Holy See. However, among these young draft-dodgers were a
few individuals that we had recruited to surveil and keep track of communists who might
have mixed in with this group in order to carry out sabotage and other destructive
activities.

Leaflets were usually distributed on Cao Dai holy days, so on these days our Special
Branch policemen had to dress in white Cao Dai robes and be deployed in throughout the
entire Holy See compound. Meanwhile, the person who distributed the leaflets, who was
also one of our policemen, would only distributed them while riding a motorcycle (so he
could make a quick get-away) along a certain pre-arrange route. Then a number of our
“Cao Dai followers” would pick up all of the leaflets and bring them to the province
police headquarters so that we could then send a report up to the province police chief,
the regional police chief, and the National Police Headquarters.

-Planting explosives: In Tay Ninh People’s Self-Defense Forces (PSDF) were assigned to
closely guard all routes leading to the province capital, especially in the area between the
Cao Dai Holy See and the province capital (in Hiep Ninh and Thai Hiep Thanh Villages,
seven kilometers apart). The communists ordered X.92 that he must destroy the PSDF
checkpoint on the edge of Hiep Ninh Village and the PSDF checkpoint at the Giang Tan
three-way intersection. These two checkpoints caused problems for communist cadres
trying to infiltrate these two important targets, and the cadres especially did not dare to
try to move past these checkpoints at night.

After briefing the province chief and our American advisor on this matter, the province
chief approved setting off explosions, but he said that we must avoid killing or wounding
civilians as well as the PSDF personnel manning these checkpoints. It was agreed that
our American advisor would pay for the rebuilding of these checkpoints and that the
money would be given to the province chief himself rather than going through any of the
Province’s different offices or bureaus.

One problem which was also an amusing aspect of the plan, was that our policemen
would have to persuade the PSDF personnel on guard at the checkpoint to go have drinks
with them at a nearby bar. Another problem was that we had to use Viet Cong mines or
explosive charges that we had captured during earlier operations.

After the explosives were set off, the province chief issued letters of reprimand to the
responsible local officials, from the hamlet and village level up to the district level.
4/-Fate:

a)-The Mole-Hunt [the hunt for a penetration agent]: In his presentation Merle Pribbenow
mentioned the hunt for a mole inside the South Vietnamese government, a communist
agent named Nguyen Van Ta [Nguyén Vian T4] (alias Ba Quoc [Ba Qudc]) who was a
“mole” [penetration agent] inside the South Vietnamese Central Intelligence
Organization (C10).

After talking to individuals who worked there, I have learned that Ba Quoc was just a
“small fry” [someone of no significance, a low-ranking employee] working in the CIO.
He did not have the power or authorization to go from one office to another trying to get



into their files, open safes, etc. When Ba Quoc was exposed and was forced to flee to
escape arrest, he had to exaggerate his accomplishments so that the communists could
continue to maintain their reputation.

It was also said that when the communists captured the city and took over Major General
Nguyen Khac Binh’s office in the CIO’s headquarters (and here we must clarify that this
happened after 30 April 1975, not on 29 April 1975), Vien Chi, the director of the North
Vietnamese Ministry of Public Security’s Intelligence Department, found Vo Van Ba’s
file in one of Nguyen Khac Binh’s locked desk drawers. This is a complete fabrication.
The regards to the security of our files, from those of sympathizers to those of secret
informants right up to the files of our intelligence agents, only the locality that recruited
the individual maintained files with full, complete biographic information on the
individual in all the “DV” subject areas (from DV.1 to DV.16). Then there were the files
of the E.Operations Management group of the Special Police Bloc. However, those files
only included the DV sections with the codenames [code numbers] of the source along
with copies of the regular periodic reports as well as special (unscheduled) reports, but
the E group file did not contain the recruitment file. In the source’s reports the source
would only provide a written report and sign it with the code name [code number] that he
had been given.

The E-Operations Management group was the headquarters staff agency that coordinated
and monitored all of the operations of intelligence sources throughout the entire country
in order to:

-Avoid intelligence fabrications and misuse for individual benefit. Perhaps one person
might be cooperating with two or three different organizations. This could cause
problems when verifying information and cause incorrect assessments by our security
agencies.

-Prevent fabricated information from causing dangerous consequences when the
information was utilized.

-Avoid the problem of “double agents,” sources that were working for both sides, which
could destroy our operations and which the enemy might discover and neutralize.

This means that in the office of the Commander of our National Police, including his
office in the National Police Headquarters and his office in the CIO Headquarters, and
even in the office of the Commander of the Police Special Branch Bloc, there was no “Vo
Van Ba” file that the communists could have found there. There was only a file marked
“X.92,” with the alias of “Bao Quoc,” and that is all. [Translator’s Note: General
Nguyen Khac Binh held the concurrent positions of National Police Commander and
Director of the CIO, meaning that he had offices in both National Police Headquarters
and in CIO Headquarters].

In Tay Ninh Province, as | described above, | burned all of the files of our sources before
| left the province police headquarters, after which | was arrested at 9:00 that night inside
the compound of the Cao Dai Holy See in Tay Ninh.

b)-Vo Van Ba’s fate: During the final meeting with him, circa mid-March 1975 [sic -
should read “mid-April 1975], in light of the very difficult situation the government was



facing at that time, American Advisor J.R. Stockwell asked him for his thoughts and
recommended that X.92 and his wife and children should flee and be evacuated to the
United States. X.92 thought about this for a while and then said he had made the
following decisions:

-Because of his advanced age, he felt it would be difficult for him to make a new life for
himself in a country like the U.S.

-X.92 said he would return to live as an ordinary citizen. If the communists should take
over South Vietnam and give him an official position of some kind, X.92 said he would
refuse to accept that position because he said that he knew the communists all too well.
In addition. X.92 also mentioned his two children and said that they would not cooperate
with the communists in any circumstances.

-Finally, X.92 said something that I still remember to this day, something that has
haunted me for more than 40 years: “If the communists are able to seize control of South
Vietnam, I will commit suicide.”

Remembering this, | was not surprised when, after | emigrated to the U.S. in 1995, |
learned that X.92 had died while he was being held in a temporary Ministry of Public
Security prison facility in Saigon and that the communists said that X.92 had committed
suicide. | believe that X.92 really did commit suicides. In the communist prison system,
to kill a “dangerous” person like X.92 after he had only been imprisoned for one month
would have been considered to have been too “generous,” too “lenient” for such a person.
Yes, suicide and death while in prison is something that is very common in such brutal,
inhumane regimes!

[11/-Conclusion:

After my meeting with Merle Pribbenow in Virginia in early 2010, I did not know what
to do because | felt it would be very difficult for me to satisfy his request [to write an
account of the Vo Van Ba operations]. In addition to Mr. Pribbenow, a friend of his,
another American, also came to see me and also asked me to help him because he said he
was writing a book about the Vietnam War.

| found it difficult to fulfill these requests because in addition to X.92 who worked
directly with us, there were also many other people involved in this operation as well,
people who still live in Vietnam, and especially who live in the area of Tay Ninh
Province. When you read through the account given above, you will see that the running
of this operation, from the communications network, the couriers, the safe houses, the
live drops, the dead drops, etc. required the participation of a large number of people.
This lateness of this document, the delay of the completion of a book, is a small thing in
comparison with the survival of these “anonymous” fighters.

Although I have lived abroad of more than 20 years, | have never forgotten the men and
women who worked with me back then. | remember every single one of them; |
remember each of their faces, happy or sad, whenever they returned from carrying out an
operational mission, and | especially remember the friends, the younger brothers and
sisters, the children whose names never appeared on the “payrolls of the Government of
the Republic of Vietnam.”



Throughout all of the years that have passed, | have silently, by means of my own limited
resources, tried to help those “whose names are not on the official list”, but I never dared
to list them in my Tet greetings, because to do so would require me to provide their
names, addresses, etc.

As a result of the death of X.92 and of the lessons that I learned during my many years of
service prior to 1975, | believe:

*Only those who truly understand the Communists will dare to make sacrifices to
oppose them, including the sacrifice of their own lives!



